
 

 

 

Inverurie Newsletter – Term 1 - 2022 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 
We are heading into autumn already! A warm welcome to all our new families who have joined us this term. 
It has been lovely getting to know you all, and the children are settling in well.   

It is sad to say that summer may be over – we shouldn’t complain as we had a pretty good one this year! 

A gentle reminder that as the weather does take a change, can you ensure that your child has weather 
appropriate clothing for the day. We can keep a puddle suit and wellies here if you wish. If not, just make 
sure they have these within their bag daily.  

 

Staff News 

Erin Lamont from the 0-2 Room has started her SVQ Level 3. We wish her well in her training!  

Jodi Douglas has secured some full-time hours within the 2’s room on a Monday and Friday, which has 
allowed her to start her SVQ Level 2 training – We wish her well also! Jodi will also be helping out in the 
Pre-school room on a Thursday afternoon as well.  

As you are all aware. I am expecting a baby girl in December, so I will keep you posted nearer the time as 
to who will cover my position whilst I am on maternity leave.  

 

Charity - Ukraine crisis 

Thank you for supporting our fundraising events this year. We raised £240 for our Blue & Yellow day in 
March, £318.95 for our bake sale for the Queen’s jubilee in June and we were all so excited to be able to 
host our first annual Sports day in July since pre Covid – we managed to raise £430 for this event. Thank 
you all for your support so far. 

 

All about Me/Contact Details 

We appreciate the return of your updated contact sheets, All about Me sheets, as well as any Care plans 
some parents may have for their child. Please continue to let us know of any changes to personal details, 
to ensure that we have the most up to date records for your child all year round. 

 

Christmas Closure  

Just a reminder that the nursery will close at 6.00pm on Friday the 23rd of December 2022 and then re-
open at 7.30am on Monday the 9th of January 2023.  

 

Winter clothes  

The weather is now changing, so please make sure that you provide your child with warmer clothes as the 
weather can now be more varied – a set of hats and gloves can be kept here along with any wet/winter suits 
and wellies. 



 

 

 

Accident/Incident forms 

We have now gone paperless with any accident/incidents. These will now be recorded on your  

child’s ILD. 

 

Outings/Trips 

Trips have now resumed, and some of our 3-5 children were thrilled to be able to enjoy a visit in August to 
Aden Country Park. During their trip, they explored the great playpark, sensory garden, museum, a walk 
around the lake and much more.  

Each trip will be rotated on different days to ensure that all children have the chance to attend one over 
the course of the year. 

All trips are risk assessed and permission is sought from parents prior to attending. 

 

Learning Experiences 

0-2 Room 

                    
Children showed a keen interest in ‘Pets & Animals’. This topic covered lots of discussions 
about various animals, with a favourite being the lion! Children were able to give their best 
‘Roooaaaar’. We set up a farm tuff tray, allowing the children opportunities to use their 
imagination during role play.  
There were opportunities for children to go on an animal hunt, searching for animals hidden 
around the garden, and within a tough tray full of straw inside. This sparked great excitement, 
as well as pride, when they found one – YIPEE!  
The children enjoyed mark making with the animals, dipping their feet in paint and then printing 
onto paper. There were lots of giggles and splashing afterwards as they had the opportunity to 
wash the animals in soapy water. The older children were able to name the colours of the 

various animals, with pink being very popular! 
 
The children took part in an experiment where they created their own rainbow, colouring in a sheet of kitchen 
roll which they then folded in half, and then they placed each end in a cup of water. They then watched in 
amazement as the colours went up the kitchen roll and met in the middle creating a rainbow arch.  
 
Throughout the summer, children have loved watching the flowers grow in the garden and whilst out for 
walks, noticing all the various colours and shapes. They are now beginning to see some of the leaves 
change colour as the weather starts to get cooler and we head into autumn. 
 
Children had the opportunity to plant some individual sunflower seeds, and we 
discussed that plants need water and sun to grow. They loved helping the ladies   
water them daily, until they took them home to look after.  
We have some plants out in the garden which have re grown from last year, and 
the children have loved having the opportunity to water and care for them when 
they are outside, which gives them a sense of responsibility. 
 



 

 

We looked at ‘People who help us’, and we changed the role play area into a fire station, vets etc. We had 
a Doctor’s surgery with dressing up clothes, with equipment such as a stethoscope, bandages, plasters etc.  
When the role play area was a police station, the children had torches, hi-viz vests, police hats and walkie 
talkies. The girls even managed to source a real-life postman’s outfit and we put the post box within the 
kitchen area. The children loved writing their own letters and then posting them in the box. 
 

 
2-3 Room 

 
We learnt about transport, discussing how a boat sails, how a plane flies and why we have 
traffic lights. 
The children learnt that most modes of transport require an engine in order to move. We 
discussed planes, and some of the children said they went on holiday in a plane, describing 
that they fly high up into the sky, and into the clouds. 
Everyone was able to relay back each of the colours within a traffic light and what this 
meant. The children were able to tell us that red was STOP and green was GO! 
Children also learnt that we have to stop and wait at the crossing when the red man 
appears, and that we can only cross safely when the green man appears. 
 

When the vehicles were out, the ladies explained how the wheels made them move, and 
the boys and girls used the cars to see how far they could go when pushed on various 
surfaces. They talked about fast and slow, and they noticed that the cars went fast down a 
make shift road that they had made out of wooden planks, or when pushed down the pipes 
- pretending they were going through tunnels. However, when they pushed the trains along 
a flat wooden train track, they noticed that the trains moved much slower.  
 
Jungle animals were a big hit, and the children enjoyed playing an animal bingo game, which 
allowed them to identify the animal on the board by its sound. We also created a giant spider 
web in the room, with children having to navigate their way from one side of the ‘web’ to the other. 
 
The children enjoyed exploring a sink and float activity, where they popped various objects into the water 
tray and were able to identify which ones sink and which float. We also did a fun ‘Grow a worm’ experiment, 
where we rolled a piece of kitchen roll tightly so it looked like worm. The children each got a dropper and 
sprinkled water over the ‘kitchen roll worm’ to see what happened. They were excited to watch as the worm 
grew in size, picking it up to inspect what had happened and how it felt funny when wet. 
 
The children have been thoroughly enjoying going out for walks again, and they loved venturing out to the 
local park, which was THE BEST FUN EVER! 

 

3-5 Room  

 
After watching a short clip about what fossils are and what they look like, the children made their own fossils 
using salt dough, which required them to measure and pour the ingredients. They also did a risk assessment 
on how to use an oven safely. Once they were cooled, the children enjoyed painting them, and the following 
day they enjoyed digging for fossils in the sand tray!  
We measured the size of a dinosaur foot, and then one of the ladies drew a life sized one which was then 
cut out. The children then used their own shoes to see how many of their foot prints filled the dinosaur one 
– 33 of our shoes mostly filled it.   



 

 

 
 
We had a super day celebrating the Queen’s Jubilee where the children decorated bunting 
and we hung it around the room. We dressed up in red, white or blue clothes, and held a 
Jubilee party – having a bake sale for the mums and dads! We even got a special visit from 
the ‘Queen’ herself – I am sure the children will still remember this, as they were very 
excited!  
 
 
 

During our insect topic, we discussed the dragonfly, and the children learnt that they have huge eyes, they 
like to live in warm places, and that they can go underwater. We discovered that there are 5,000 different 
species.  
The children were intrigued to learn that turtles eat insets as well as fish, plant and worms, so we looked in 
to this interesting creature a bit more. We discovered that turtles lay their eggs in sand, and that their shell 
is made from keratin. We discovered that the giant tortoise, the largest of the land turtles can live up to 200 
years – Wow! 
The boys and girls learnt about the life cycle of a caterpillar/butterfly which took them onto the ‘Hungry 
Caterpillar’ story and the different food he eats.   
 
When our older friends were approaching time to start school, we decided to spend time discussing what 
happens at school. We looked at the length of the school day, and we learnt that you are able to eat a meal 
there, or take in a packed lunch from home. The children got to look at the school menus to see what will 
be on offer, and they discussed modes of transport to and from school such as walking, taking your bike or 
scooter, travelling by bus or car etc. They also learnt what sort of things you can find in a school bag.  
 
A lot of the children attended the circus when it was in Aberdeen and were 
really excited to discuss this at nursery, so we moved onto a circus theme for 
the room. We turned our role play corner into a circus by using ribbon attached 
to the roof and sides to resemble a tent like roof, and we put the balancing 
beam within the area, added juggling balls, hula hoops and spinning tops. This 
was of great interest to all the children. We made our own ‘Tin Can’ throwing 
game, which helps children to develop their co-ordination.  
In the construction corner, the children made their own balancing beam using 
the wooden planks and small cable reels. One child also made their own see 
saw, managing to balance as they went from side to side.  
 
The Pre-school room have returned to self-serve snack and lunches, which the children have been so good 
at. They enjoy the independence, getting the responsibility to do things for themselves.  
Children have also returned to making their own sandwiches when it is soup day. We have also introduced 
snack helpers, where two children are chosen to help cut up the fruit (with staff supervision) in the morning 
and a different two in the afternoon. They also help set the table for their peers.  
 
The Pre-school room continues with “letter of the week”. For example, children have built up their vocabulary 
by adding new words and resources starting with a specific letter of the alphabet on a weekly basis. The 
children are encouraged to find things around the room that start with that letter.  
 
The children have been enjoying their visits to our ‘Wee Green Space’, learning more and more about the 
outdoors. We have four groups rotated on a weekly basis. You will have been informed what group your 
child is in and what day they plan to go. Can you please ensure they are fully equipped for their trip that 
day.  



 

 

 
We are also still continuing to keep in contact with the local care home via letters. We exchange stories with 
each other, and we also inform the residents about activities the children have enjoyed, with some of the 
residents even trying some of these out also! The children love to receive replies, and so do the residents. 
 
Show and Tell happens on a weekly basis, with children able to take in an item/picture relating to the chosen 
theme. A list is situated on the Pre-school room door as you enter and these are also put up on your child’s 
ILD and the Summers website. Show and Tell helps to build children’s confidence, as well as develop their 
vocabulary when speaking in front a group. 
 
3 – 5 Room Dates For Your Diary 
 
Starting October 3rd – Pumpkin Practice leading to Pumpkin Carving Competition 
October 10th – Autumn Trip to Crathes Castle 
October 28th – Halloween Party 
November 14th – Pizza Making Week 
December 1st – Ante Pre-school Trip 
December 7th – Pre-school Panto Trip 
December 16th – Nativity 
December 21st – Christmas Party 
December 23rd – Closed at 6pm 
 
Activities 

 

All activities are popped up on your child’s Learning Wall. If you have a moment at drop off/pick up time, 
then please have a look at what your child has been up to. 
 
Thank you  

 
Suzanne Stephen 

Inverurie Manager 

inverurie@summersnurseries.com    
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