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Inverurie Newsletter – Term 3 – February 2023 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to another busy term after an enjoyable Christmas break. The time has flown by already 
this year, and we can’t believe we are now at the end of February. We have lots of news to share 
below from each room. 

Staff News 

Firstly, we would love to congratulate Suzanne and her partner Peter, alongside both of her sons, 
on the birth of their little girl – a huge congratulations! Sienna was born on the 23rd of December, 
weighing 7lbs 8 ½ ounces.  

I am currently covering Suzanne’s maternity leave as Acting Manager, working on a Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday full day, and a Thursday 9am-2pm.  

Amanda from the 0-2 room has started her maternity leave and is expecting a baby boy at the end 
of this month.  

Katie McVicar has taken on Amanda’s maternity cover, working a Monday and Tuesday afternoon 
and a full day on a Thursday and Friday. I am sure Katie has introduced herself to you all by now 
and is loving getting to know all the babies and families within the 0-2 Room.  

 

Charity of the Year  

For 2023, we have decided to raise money for Great Ormond Street Children’s hospital this year. 
Further details will follow. We will continue to fundraise throughout the year, and really appreciate 
the support you all give. We are looking forwards to the return of our very popular Coffee Morning 
on the 1st of April this year, and we would be very grateful of any donations towards our Coffee 
Morning, especially Raffle Prizes or Bottle Stall donations.  

In December we raised £42 for our Christmas Pyjama Day and £104 for our Christmas Hamper 
Raffle – a huge thank you to all who took part. The money raised will go to UNICEF to help the 
Ukraine crisis.   

 

All about Me/Contact Details 

Thank you to everyone who returned their updated contact sheets, All about Me sheets and Care 
Plans. Please can I ask, if you have not returned your All about Me sheet, can you do so as soon 
as possible as the information helps to strengthen the link between nursery and home. Please 
continue to let us know of any changes to personal details, to ensure we have the most up to date 
records for your child all year round. 

 

http://www.summersnurseries.com/


 

Summers Nursery Limited 

Burghmuir Drive, INVERURIE, Aberdeenshire, AB51 4GY Tel: 01467 628862 Manager: Suzanne Stephen 

T/A Wee Rascals @ Wee Rascals Too, Craigearn Business Park, Morrison Way, KINTORE, AB51 0TH 

Managers: Jade Webster & Charmaine McRonald Tel: 01467 633270 & 01467 633994 

44 Victoria Street, ABERDEEN, AB10 1XA Tel: 01224 628862 Manager: Claire Drennan 

50 St Swithin Street, ABERDEEN, AB10 6XJ Tel: 01224 209966 Manager Erin Horne 

E-mail: admin@summersnurseries.com Web: www.summersnurseries.com 

Registered Office: Grant Smith Law Practice, 252 Union Street, ABERDEEN AB10 1TN   Company No: SC252989 

Directors: Jacqueline Young, Claire Drennan (Operations)  James Young E-mail: james@summersnurseries.com 

Winter clothes  

Even though March is approaching, the weather can still be quite chilly. We do look at going out 
in all weathers, so changes of clothes within your child’s bags and waterproofs/wellies are 
beneficial. Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can swap winter hats for summer caps.  

 

Accident/Incident forms 

We have now gone paperless with any accident/incidents. These will now be recorded on your  

child’s ILD  

 

Outings/Trips 

During the month of December, we were very busy with trips and outings. The Ante Pre-
school children within the 3-5 Room visited Playtown in Inverurie to see Santa, explore the 
role play and enjoy cookies and milk for snack.  

The Pre-School children took a trip to His Majesty’s Theatre to see the 2022 pantomime – 
Peter Pan. They evaluated their trips, enjoyed meeting Santa and described their favourite 
characters from Peter Pan! 

The 2-3’s visited B.A Stores, where they went on a train journey to see Elsa from Frozen 
and they each met Santa.  

All rooms thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas parties – where they gathered around the table to 
have a party snack, played party games and received books from Santa. The 3-5’s were 
mesmerised by Garry Seagreaves magic tricks at their party! 

Each trip will be rotated on different days to ensure that all children have the chance 
to attend one over the course of the year. 

All trips are risk assessed and permission is sought from parents prior to attending. 
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Learning Experiences 

 

All Rooms 

 

We had a very special visitor on Wednesday 25th of January. David Webster from the 
Inverurie Pipe Band kindly volunteered his time to teach the boys and girls all about the 
bagpipes. He came just before lunchtime to pipe in the Haggis. The children were able 
to ask questions, learn about the different parts of the pipes and the notes that could be 
played. This was a great cultural experience for all, and it was also very nice to hear a 
Scottish Instrument being played on Robert Burns Day! As a whole nursery, we sampled 
haggis, neaps and tatties alongside our mince for lunch.  

 

 

 

0-2 Room 

 

    During the month of December, the babies worked hard alongside their ladies to create 
Christmas craft bags – which included a card, calendar and gift. We hope you all loved their gift 
bags.  

We looked at the weather with the babies in January, exploring the snow, wind, sleet and rain! 
Outdoors, we explored the rainwater – using the pipes and funnels to transfer the water to jugs 
and making use of the loose parts. Indoors, the babies used puff paint to create textured cloud 
pictures – exploring the feel of the paint and using their painting skills! They also created kites, 
with lots of gluing and sticking, developing their fine motor skills and hand/eye co-ordination.  

 
The babies loved their visit from the Book Bug this term. The Book Bug came from our local 
Library, to engage the children in story and rhyme time. All children and the staff joined in so 

well with popular nursery rhymes and stories. This is something we look to arrange termly 
on a different day so all children can experience the Book Bug! 
 
Chinese New Year was a very popular background topic – with the children feeling glittery 
spaghetti, creating their own noodle boxes within the tuff tray, as well as learning about the 
year of the ‘Rabbit’ – creating their own rabbit artwork.  
 
When we celebrated Robert Burns, the 0-2’s tasted some yummy Scottish themed treats – 
shortbread, teacakes and oatcakes. These all proved to be very popular, with the teacake 

looking like a firm favourite! 
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All activities are popped up daily onto the rooms ‘Learning Wall’ if you get a free minute at drop 
off or pick up – have a look at what they have been doing. 
 

2-3 Room 

Before Christmas, the boys and girls explored Space! The Planet Song by Kids TV which is 
available on You tube was a fantastic resource used to help them remember the names of each 
planet. The 2-3’s created Jupiter, using an experiment involving milk, food colouring and 
dish soap. The children were mesmerised as they added the dish soap to the mixture and 
could see the colours separating. They also worked together to create a Space themed 
wall within the room which was great for referring to the planets’ names.  

The 2-3’s were very excited for Christmas and worked hard to create gift bags for all their 
families. One of the children arrived with a carrot and wanted to build a Snowman within the 
nursery garden which spurred great teamwork between them all. They also loved exploring 
the Polar Express tuff tray – where they mimicked train noises and touched the textures of 
the fake snow.  

 

On arrival back to nursery from our Christmas break, the children were chatting lots 
about different animals and a firm favourite within the room was a book called ‘The 
Ugly Five’, by Julia Donaldson. This book contains lots of different animals found in 
the Safari. The boys and girls participated in an animal matching activity, encouraging 
problem solving skills and they also investigated how cows are milked. We recreated 

this with gloves as udders filled with water, giving the children a sense of a real-life 
experience.  

The 2-3’s thoroughly enjoyed their visit from the Book Bug, learning new rhymes and stories. We 
are hoping this can become a termly visit and the Book Bug can meet all the children.  

The children moved onto learning all about the environment, with lots of discussions 
about the Local Community and recycling. They also learnt about items we recycle 
and where we place them, participating in a recycling game.  

 

All activities are popped up daily onto the rooms ‘Learning Wall’ if you get a free 
minute at drop off or pick up – have a look at what they have been doing.  
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3-5 Room  

 

Returning from Our Christmas break and recovering from a very busy December full of 
Christmas crafts, Nativity, Trips and Parties, the children began to look at Scotland. This 
stemmed from children bringing in popular Scottish books that they had received for 
Christmas. The boys and girls created thistles and Loch Ness Monsters using their own 
interpretations and the resources on offer. They also worked in pairs to learn Scottish 
dances such as the Gay Gordons. The 3-5’s worked together to rate the different 
Scottish foods which they tasted – creating a chart with their favourites – shortbread 
came first, oatcakes came second, and porridge came third.  

Baking has been very popular within the room, and the boys and girls continue to do this weekly, 
learning about the ingredients and using recipes that incorporate their 5 a day such as blueberry 
muffins, fruit kebabs and fruit shortbread. We would love any suggestions to provide 
yummy but healthy snacks that the children can create themselves.  

Alongside baking, we have been planting our own seeds within our Indoor Greenhouse. 
We have planted cress, broad beans, basil, peppers and tomatoes. We created our own 
plant pots and cannot wait to see them grow. The children have been checking on them 
daily and ensure they are watered – we are going to document the progress! 

 

This month we received a visit from the Police. He brought different police hats, 
handcuffs, his special phone and radio! We then got to look inside the Police Car, where 
we heard the sirens and watched the flashing lights! The children evaluated the 
Policeman’s visit and some said their most favourite part was getting to sit in the Police car 
and hear the sirens.  

 

 
All activities are popped up daily onto the rooms ‘Learning Wall’ if you get a free minute at drop 
off or pick up – have a look at what they have been doing.  
 
 
Wee Green Space 
 
We continue to have our weekly visits to our ‘Wee Green Space’, learning more and more about 
the outdoors. We have six groups that will rotate on a weekly basis. You will have been informed 
who is in what group and what day they plan to go. Can you please ensure they are fully equipped 
for their trip that day.  
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Show & Tell 
 
Show and Tell happens on a weekly basis, with children able to take in an item/picture relating 
to the chosen theme. A list is situated on the 2-3 and 3-5 door as you enter, and these are also 
put up on their ILD and the Summers Website.   
Show and Tell helps to build children’s confidence as well as their vocabulary when speaking in 
front a group. 
 
Dates For Your Diary 
 
Wednesday 29th March – 3-5 Trip to Aberdeen Science Centre 
Saturday 1st April – Annual Coffee Morning 10-12pm (held within the Nursery) 
W/C 8th May – Bacon Roll Week 
Friday 7th July – 3-5 Pre-School Graduation 
Saturday 8th July – Annual Sports Day 
 
 
 

Thank-you 

 

Lauren Donald 

Inverurie Acting Manager 

inverurie@summersnurseries.com    

01467 628862 
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