
 

 

Term 1 Newsletter - September 2022  

Here we are, well into a new term again and a new academic year! A big welcome to all our new 

families who have joined us. We really hope you are enjoying being part of the Summers at St 

Swithin Street family.  

Staffing 

This term, we said goodbye to Kelly who moved down to Manchester, and Marie, our nursery Cook, 

who has taken on full time responsibility of caring for her father. We wish the girls the best of luck, 

they will both be missed.  

Rachel has moved from the Baby Room and has now taken over from Kelly as Room Leader of the 

Toddler Room. Having been a part of Summers for many years, previously working at Victoria Street, 

Rachel is able to offer a great deal of talent and experience to the Toddler Room. Rachel is fully 

qualified, and also has two children of her own.  

Nikki Bryce has joined our Baby room in place of Rachel. Nikki is a qualified Nursery Practitioner who 

has relocated from Glasgow.  

Michael has also joined us as an experienced Cook. Michael has a wealth of experience working in 

many kitchens, including one on a submarine for many years.  

We look forward to working closely with all the new members of the team.   

 

Charity  
Well, at last we have been able to hold our annual Sports day again, and goodness me, did the sun 
shine on us that day. It was fantastic to see so many families come out for the event. The team and I 
were delighted that we were able to have such a lovely day, raising money for the very worthy cause 
of the Ukrainian crisis through a bake sale, snack sales, tattoos, a plant sale and the very popular 
face painting, managing to raise £287.88.   
Sponsor forms were sent out from the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD). We 
raised a massive £325 through sponsor forms, as well as receiving additional donations of £60. We 
made an extra £100 from our lucky number, where one of our lucky parents won an amazing £50 
voucher to spend at Miller and Carter. We all got dressed up for the Jubilee party, managing to raise 
a massive £144.50.  
 
Training  
Both Laura and Rebecca from the Toddler Room have started to work towards their SVQ 3 
qualifications to become qualified Nursery Practitioners.  
 
Development Plan  
We have just finished off our annual developmental plan which included:  
Plan 1 – Understanding Guidance and Distributing Leadership – We have worked on this to allow the 
team to feel ownership of the nursery whilst obtaining valuable information on current guidance. 
The team have worked hard and this can be seen throughout ILD’s and through staff observations.  



 
Plan 2 – Ensuring that we continue to offer high standards of care and education post the pandemic. 
We have done this by welcoming back the parents and continuously trying to offer a home for home 
environment, offering safety and security to the children. We have continued to document 
achievements on the children’s ILD’s and these show that our children are well stimulated and 
individual needs are catered for daily.  
 
Our Development Plan for 2022-2023 has been formed by the senior team through our Room Leader 
meetings and was delivered and discussed at our full staff meeting on 27th September. This will be 
shared with you all.  
 

Learning Experiences  
The summer was such a busy period, and what amazing weather we have all had.  We have had so 
much time outside in the garden and even managed a whole nursery picnic to at Rubislaw gardens.  
The pre-school children went for a trip to Brechin Castle, where they went through the fairy woods, 
played a little footgolf, had a turn on the sledge run, and much more. Check out the post on face 
book and have a wee look at the notice board just before entering the pre-school room for more 
photos and signage of the day, including the fairy trail book.  
Collectively, we have explored all of the seasons, looked at Easter, Father’s Day, and we loved 
celebrating the Queens Jubilee, where we all dressed up for the event. We enjoyed an afternoon tea 
and lots of party games.  
 
Baby Room 
Again, I would like to welcome all the new families who have joined us this term. I really do hope you 
and your children are enjoying the nursery experience. All of the babies are settling in well as we 
continue to create a homely environment to ease transition.  
 
The babies enjoyed a big topic of “Under the Sea”, exploring many different painting activities. These 
included cute little stripey hand prints of Clown fish.  Staff made pictures with the corresponding 
names of different fish and under the sea animals to help children start to understand the 
correlation between the picture and the written word. The children were keen to identify the picture 
cards, and Nemo was very popular. We even made our own beach with sand, shells and water, 
offering a real-life experience for the babies to explore.   
 
We have focussed on being kind, encouraging children to be kind to one another, and many are 
already quite vocal about their “kind hands”. We have been promoting ways of being kind to one 
another, including sharing, high fives and even hugging etc. We improvised with the song “If you’re 
happy and you know it”, introducing lots of kind hand actions. 
 
We made some ice hands that we took outside, watching them melt in the heat of the Scottish sun. 
This was like magic, as the hands went from solid to liquid, and then just disappeared.  
 
The children enjoyed helping to bake a birthday cake, participating in counting, measuring and 
mixing. As well as this, they enjoyed making their own playdough. This was good fun as the children 
then loved modelling with the dough afterwards, using a variety of tools such as cutters and rollers 
to create their own shapes and designs.  
 
Parachute play has been popular in the garden, and we all worked together to make a little den to 
hide in. It brought much hilarity as the babies tried to find one another, peeking under to see their 
friends. The parachute really encouraged turn taking as well as physical development.  
 



The babies continue to explore shapes and colours. We have some large shapes on our notice board, 
with many children able to identify them. The staff made matching shapes and coloured pictures for 
the construction area and the children have really enjoyed matching them up. This has become a 
real collaborative game that the children have enjoyed working together on.  
 
Toddler Room 
Some of the children spotted bumble bees in the garden, so we decided to do a minibeast topic with 
the children. We made a huge bumble bee using lots of black and yellow paint to colour him, and 
using the iPad, we identified parts of the bee, finding out that they have hindwings, forewings and 
antennas. 
We created stone lady birds, with the children developing their counting skills as they counted all 
the spots. We also created some exceptional coloured butterflies, looking at colour recognition and 
symmetry. We discovered that ladybirds also demonstrate symmetry on their bodies, and we learnt 
that the seven spotted ladybird has seven spots in a symmetrical pattern across its red wing case.  
Outside in the garden, the children have been exploring different types of bugs. We managed to find 
many slaters, and even a spider with eight legs.  We made a little area for them to enjoy, using 
wood, stones and some greenery.  
The children really enjoyed planting plants in the garden, discussing that they need sun and water to 
survive and grow. We also discussed that plants encourage minibeasts to come into the garden. 
 
We are currently doing an “All About Me Topic” which allows the staff to understand each child’s 
needs, as well as helping new children get to know each other. We have explored who we live with, 
looking at favourite animals such as dogs and cats we have in the family, and one child even said he 
loves flamingos!  
 
 
Pre-school Room 
The children learnt about going off to school. We did preparation for the transition, which included 
Show and Tell activities, asking children about what might go into their school bags. We had many 
interesting items brought in, which included new pencil cases and water bottles. 
 
The return of Show and Tell has been a great success! The children are really enjoying sharing 
experiences, and discussing their items brought in which relates to the topic.  
We had a slide show of holidays made by a couple of the boys who travelled to Barcelona, which the 
children loved to share, and thoroughly enjoyed watching!  Children also enjoyed making an Under 
the Sea picture at home, which they brought in for Show and Tell, which then spurred on some very 
interesting and interactive conversations.  
 
We learnt about the Queen during the Jubilee, and one child commented that “We would know 
where she is living because the flag goes up”, with another telling us that her dogs are orange and 
white. Children were very creative making crowns and bunting for our celebrations. We also 
explored various palaces, with children creating their very own designs using the construction toys.  
 
We explored Space this term, and we used books to find out the planet names, seeing where they 
were positioned in the solar system. The book “Meet the Planets” by Carl Hart was really popular 
and highly educational at an age-appropriate level.  
We collectively made a massive rocket in the garden which took a lot of problem solving and 
teamwork. 
 
Throughout the summer, children enjoyed looking at many castles, identifying some of the 3D-
shapes they were made of, including, cylinders and cubes. Children even made their own 



sandcastles, discussing various shapes, as well as understanding that the sand needs to be mixed 
with water to allow the castle to stand up. The children also focused on remaining safe throughout 
the summer, and we learnt about swimming aids, sun cream and staying well hydrated.  
 
During our Under the Sea theme, we talked about how fish could swim, and this led us onto 
discussing who could swim in the class. We made a bar graph detailing if we could swim or not, or 
swim with aids, which helps to develop early maths and counting skills. 
Children got really creative making many sea creatures for our wall display, and they loved creating a 
submarine! We had a chat with our nursery Cook who used to work on a submarine, and told us that 
you can spend 3 months in the submarine on one trip. One of the children was able to tell us all 
about the tanks opening, and how they filled with water to make the submarine sink, also explaining 
that we empty them again to allow the submarine to resurface. Children can now identify various 
parts of the submarine, including the propeller and periscope.  
Outside in the garden, the children pretended to be a very large octopus, using 8 long legs. Moving 
along the ground as you can imagine was very tricky! 
 
As a team, we have received lots of positive feedback about the reintroduction of meal self-service, 
with the children helping to prepare their snacks, and serving their own lunches.  
 
Additional information 
Please feel free to ask to view the floor books in your child’s room. These give a real insight into 
nursery life. Also, keep an eye on your child’s Interactive Learning Diary (ILD) so you can remain up 
to date with individual, personal learning.  
 
Children in the Pre-School and Toddler rooms have started going on trips again. These trips will be 
organised on varying days so that children who are not in on a day the trip has been organised can 
have the opportunity to participate again on a different day.  
 
We are delighted to welcome back Erin Horne (Nursery Manager) from maternity leave, week 
beginning the 10th of October. Erin has many years of experience with the company, working at both 
the St Swithin Street and Victoria Street nurseries. Erin holds a BA degree in Childhood Studies.  
I would like to thank you all for the opportunity of being part of your children’s lives in the past year, 
and will of course be continuing to keep in touch with the nursery in my role as Operations Director. 
I have enjoyed watching your children grow and develop, and look forward to hearing how they 
progress in the future. 
 
Just a reminder that the nursery will close at 6.00pm on Friday the 23rd December 2022 for the 
Christmas break, and will re-open again on Monday the 9th of January 2023 at 7.30am. 
 
 
Kind Regards 

Claire Drennan 

Nursery Manager/ Operations Director  

stswithinstreet@summersnurseries.com        tel – 01224 209966 

www.summersnurseries.com  
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