
 

 

Victoria Street Newsletter 2022 - Term 1  

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

We hope you all had a fantastic summer, and I can’t believe how quickly it has gone! As always, we’ve been 

super busy with lots of fun and learning.  

We would like to welcome all of the new families who have joined the nursery this term. The children have all 

settled in excellently and have quickly become a big part of the Summers family.  

Staffing 

We would like to start by saying a huge congratulations to Stephanie Reidford and her fiancée Craig, who 

welcomed the safe arrival of Crawford on the 17th June. Both mum and baby are doing well! He is absolutely 

adorable and we can’t wait to have Steph back at the nursery.  

Pre-school room 

We said goodbye to Megan Dawson and Niamh Barnes from the Pre-school room this summer. Megan has 

moved across the pond to Houston with her fiancée, and Niamh has joined a school nursery. Both girls are 

greatly missed and we wish them all the luck in the future. 

The Pre-school Room Leader position has been filled by Mehrin Farid. Mehrin has a wealth of experience from 

her previous nursery where she spent 7 years as a Nursery Practitioner, during which time she gained her BA in 

Childhood Studies from the University of Aberdeen.  

Catey Roff has also joined our Pre-school team. Catey recently moved to Aberdeen from Bristol and joined the 

team in July. She has previous experience in a nursery setting and also attended Plymouth University where 

she gained a BA in Primary Education and Early Childhood Studies.  

2-3 Room 

We would like to welcome Kirsty Leslie to the nursery. Kirsty is a fully qualified Nursery Practitioner with 

previous experience in another private nursery setting. Kirsty joined our 2-3 room in August of this year and 

has settled in amazingly during her short time here. 

0-2 Room 

We welcomed back Laura Donald form maternity leave in June. It has been absolutely fantastic to have Laura 

back in the 0-2 room, and we have loved having her son Miller join us at the nursery also.  

 

Katie Smith, who has been working as relief for us, and recently joined the Pre-school room team permanently 

over the summer period, has now returned to university for her final year in September. Good luck with your 

final year Katie!  



Claire Drennan will be returning to her position as Manager at Victoria Street in October, after covering Erin 

Horne’s Manager position at St Swithin Street whilst she was on maternity leave.  We have really missed Claire 

during the past year and cannot wait for her return! 

 

Staff training 

Erin Tazzar is continuing with her studies to complete her SVQ 3 to become a qualified Nursery Practitioner. 

Erin is working well through this and feedback from her trainer has been very positive. 

Development Plan 

We have started our new development plan in line with the start of the new term.  

Part of our plan will be to look at developing children’s Health and Wellbeing. We will focus on using 

information passed on from home, as well as our All About Me sheets which parents have been asked to 

complete. Staff use this information to create next steps for the children, creating a link between home and 

nursery. 

This term’s learning experience 

0-2 room 

We have had a number of new children joining us this term in the 0-2 Room, and the staff have been working 

as a team to make the transition into their new environment as smooth as possible and a happy experience. 

Knowing the children’s likes and dislikes is a big part of this, and communication between staff and parents 

both verbally and electronically is essential. This has really allowed us to plan effectively for transitions.  

 

The 0-2 room completed a wonderful, fun filled summer topic. This topic was broad and gave the children a 

variety of experiences, including sensory – creating art and craft beach scenes with paint, glue and sand, using 

glitter to make jellyfish, and a beach tuff tray allowed the children to explore a range of senses with shaving 

foam for the sea, and sand for the beach. The children have also explored ice! Using pipettes filled with warm 

water, the children squeezed these over the ice and watched as it melted – this activity promoted the use of 

descriptive words including “cold”, “wet” and “slippery” 

Over the summer period, we have enjoyed taking many of our usual indoor activities into the garden, including 

story and song time, as well as our sand and water tray! The unusually dry and sunny weather has also allowed 

for us to enjoy some picnic snacks in the garden, and get out for some lovely walks around the local area.  

In the garden area, the staff have been working on developing children’s next steps for physical development, 

using the loose parts to create challenging balance beams and obstacle courses adapted to each child’s age 

and stage of development. These provide opportunities for gross motor skill development in the form of 

balance and coordination, and also help children with problem-solving and safety awareness. 

As well as using loose parts outdoors, we have also taken this play indoors. We recycled plastic bottles and 

turned them into shakers. The children were able to make their own choices as they selected a range of dried 

materials to put into the bottles, as well as adding glitter.  

We took some of the plastic pipes in from the garden and lined them up at different heights for the children to 

explore with balls, which led to some of the older children collecting items from throughout the rooms and 

testing what would and wouldn’t roll down.  

We have recently expanded the sensory area, adding the shakers the children made for themselves, also 

adding some light textured materials, bean bags and a range of wooden materials.  The varied coloured 

materials proved particularly popular with the children, as they love throwing these in the air and watching as 

they fall, and putting them over their heads to play ‘peek a boo’.   



2-3 room 

The children in the 2-3 room were very excited about a snail they had seen on the window sill, which led to 

conversations about where snails live and what they eat. This led onto making our very own snails with shells 

for the tuff tray, along with hair gel for the “slime” and leaves for eating! Everyone also enjoyed a mini beast 

hunt, with children spotting slaters, a slug and even a big spider. The children had their own clipboards and 

paper, and took time to draw what they had found.  

All of the children love to explore transient art activities using loose parts such as cones, shells, pom poms, 

coloured cut out shapes etc Rather than being a permanent piece of art on paper, this allows the children to 

create individual work and be able to change it as they wish by moving pieces around. Through this, the 

children designed “a rocket”, “the sun” and “a boat” 

We were absolutely delighted to be able to have our annual Sports day again and this excitement was evident 

in the 2-3 room in the run up to the day, with the children practicing their egg and spoon races, balancing bean 

bags on their heads, and running races, which meant that the children were seasoned pros by the time it came 

round! 

The children enjoyed participating in scientific experiments, making volcanoes out of bath bombs, adding 

drops of water at a time, and then were thrilled to see the volcano “fizz.” Paper airplanes were flown “high” 

and “fast” as the children experimented with the most effective way to throw the planes to get them to fly. 

We also learnt about measurements using funnels with rice into bowls, and discussed the differences between 

full and empty, as well as heavy and light.  

Kirstin created a new construction area for the children in the role play corner, and we discussed safety on a 

construction site. We discussed what to wear, and talked about how we should behave in a safe way. The 

children were able to tell us that we should wear goggles for your eyes, as well as helmets and boots.  They 

also told us you must “walk” and “have your listening ears on”.   

3-5 room 

Several Pre-school children went off to school after the summer holidays. Having cared for many of the 

children since they joined us in the 0-2 room, this makes it so hard to say goodbye! We could not be any 

prouder of them all! The children worked really hard practising their songs both at home and during the 

nursery rehearsals for their fantastic Graduation ceremony.  

The children love participating in group time, where they have opportunities to speak in a group, which helps 

to build confidence, as well as develop listening and social skills. We looked at bugs, with the popular BEE 

being discussed! We learnt that honey bees sleep in the hive, and that a bee’s stinger is at the end of the 

abdomen. Bees also collect nectar for energy, and they can transfer pollen from plant to plant to pollinate 

them. We also discovered that most bees cannot fly in the dark, and that the honey bee also collects nectar to 

make honey. 

Children have participated in number worksheets – counting objects and practicing number formation, writing 

down the number of how many objects they counted, as well as using worksheets to develop their number 

writing skills. They also developed their understanding of patterns by collecting the correct number of beads 

and colours from the picture on a card, and then threading them in the correct order on to a string.   

A discussion about stars led to us onto learning about Space, with the children saying that “a star is a big ball of 

hot gas.”   We learnt that astronauts have gone to the moon and that there is no air on the moon, however we 

discovered that even if we jump on the moon, we will not float away from it. The children participated in sand 

activities, discovering that the surface of the moon is rough like sand, and so we made and looked at various 

prints in the sand, The children also created some wonderful rockets! 

 

 



Trips 

We have now resumed our trips, which are rotated on different days to allow for children who are in on 

different days to get an opportunity to experience one.  

Our Pre-school children spent a morning at Balmedie beach where they enjoyed making sandcastles, as well as 

collecting shells of all shapes and colours to take back to nursey. We enjoyed a picnic lunch and a play at the 

park before returning to the coach, very tired and a bit wet, with an amazing time had by all! 

Some of the 2-3 room children also recently enjoyed a fantastic trip to Haddo House, where they played at the 

park, and there was huge excitement seeing the ducks! 

Weather appropriate clothing 

Please could you ensure your child has weather appropriate clothing at nursery. This includes 

wellies/waterproof boots, wetsuits/waterproof trousers and warm clothing. Wherever possible, we take the 

children out in all weathers and having appropriate clothing ensures they do not miss out on outdoor 

experiences.  

Upcoming events  

We will be holding our annual Halloween party on Monday 31st October. For the children not in on the 

Monday, you are more than welcome to wear your fancy dress costume throughout the week – we always 

love to see the children all dressed up and they love to show off their costumes! 

Dates for Christmas parties will be announced closer to the time. All parents will be informed via email when 

their child’s party will be. 

The nursery will close at 6pm on Friday 23rd December 2022 and reopen at 7.30am on Monday 9th January 

2023.  

 

Kind Regards 

Kirsty Watson 

Acting Manager 

victoriastreet@summersnurseries.com  

tel – 01224 628862 
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