
 

 

Victoria Steet Newsletter  

Term 2 – December 2022  

We are nearing the end of 2022, and as usual, the children and staff of Summers have been doing all their 

Christmas activities in style!  

Staffing  

This term, we have welcomed Beth who has joined us all the way from Australia. Beth has a teaching degree and 

has many years of experience working as a teacher, and now that she has returned  to Scotland, is very keen to 

focus on early years education.  

Charmaine McRonald, who has been Acting Assistant Manager, has been promoted to Manager at our Wee 

Rascals Too nursery in Kintore. 

Steph Reidford from the 3-5 Room has been coming into the nursery for her staying in touch days since having 

baby Crawford. Steph is currently working on a Wednesday morning, but after the Christmas holidays she will 

be returning to work two and a half days per week.  

I have returned as Nursery Manager of Victoria Street, and hope I have managed to meet each and every one of 

you. I have loved being back, seeing lots of familiar faces, as well as getting to know lots of new little people.  

Charity  

So far, up to October, all of the Summers Nurseries have raised and donated money to the following charities:- 

(Money donated will be used directly to help the Ukraine crisis.) 

We have donated £3263.10 to CAFOD, of which Victoria Street raised £927.80. CAFOD is an international 

development charity and the official aid agency of the Catholic Church of England and Wales. They are part of 

one of the largest aid networks in the world, and through their global church network, they have the potential 

to reach everyone. CAFOD works through local experts in Ukraine and the surrounding areas, helping those 

fleeing conflict to survive. Donations will help local experts to keep providing food, water, healthcare, 

shelter/clothing and give counselling. 

We have also donated £2502.85 to UNICEF, of which Victoria Street raised £470.50. UNICEF is working tirelessly 

to keep children safe, remaining in Ukraine to reach the most vulnerable children and families. They work 

tirelessly at the borders to neighbouring countries, providing clean water, health care services and other critical 

support.  

We will continue to fund raise for Ukraine up until the end of the year. Many thanks for your continued support.  

Parental Questionnaires  

I would like to thank you all for submitting your questionnaires. It is always great to hear your feedback. In 

January, we will collate your answers and share information with you. 

 



Learning Experiences 

This term, the whole nursery has enjoyed a spooktacular term, where we spent time doing fun Halloween 

activities. We had Halloween parties, dressed up in our costumes, and participated in carving pumpkins 

throughout the week. Bonfire night discussions were also fun, talking about the colourful sight of the bonfire 

and fireworks, as well as looking at safety aspects to the celebrations. 

The children learnt about remembrance day, making lovely poppies to remember the people affected in the 

war, both past and present. 

We have also had lots of focus on the changing weather, exploring autumnal colours and changes to the 

environment, whilst understanding the need to get wrapped up warm for lots of outdoor play.  

Finally, the children have finished off the year with lots of Christmas celebrations and activities, with lots of art 

work to take home. 

0-2 Room  

We painted and decorated owls, squirrels and badgers, and we also created a big wall display showing the 

colours of all the autumn leaves that had fallen off the trees.  

We have a new disco light in our room which has created much fun and excitement, with all the colours beaming 

off the ceiling as we dance.  The children have been dancing to all the usual favourites, including ‘Baby Shark’, 

‘The bathtub Song’ and they have been marching along to ‘The Grand Old Duke of York’, demonstrating excellent 

dancing skills! We have had the snowflake light on as well, which has been fun, especially as the early snow has 

arrived! 

We made playdough, and used pine cones to print some interesting patterns into it, and we also made some 

sealed sensory bags filled with squelchy paint or shaving foam.  

Parachute games and constructing indoor race tracks have provided us with some good physical fun!  

Our new ‘Happy Birthday’ Peppa story book has been a firm favourite this term. The book has fantastic magical 

candles which can be blown out! The children are all very good with this and love it when it’s their own turn to 

blow the candles out, before singing “Happy Birthday to You”.   

After looking at various jungle animals, we then finished off all our fun Christmas crafts to take home.  

2-3 Room  

The two’s room discussed the Hindu celebration of light during Diwali and then made some pretend fireworks 

to go with it, where they dipped tubes into brightly coloured paint and then printed it onto black paper to show 

the colours to their full effect.  

After one of the children brought their teddy to nursery, we decided to go on a ‘bear hunt’. In the tuff tray, we 

re-created the bear hunt songs with a variety of natural materials, with bears going over objects, then under 

them, and then ultimately through them, just like in the song. Children were able to bring in their own teddies 

from home to enjoy a Teddy bears picnic. We also had “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” activities, using small, 

medium and large bowls, introducing simple mathematical concepts to the children. 

 

During ‘show and tell’, children brought in their own story books such as ‘Elmer’, ‘Incy Wincey Spider’ and ‘What 

a Wonderful World’, and everyone enjoyed listening to each other’s stories.  

After seeing a bee in the garden, we discussed the wonderful yellow and black markings they have on their 

backs, and with a bit of online research, we made a mixture of water and sugar that we hoped that the bee 

would be keen to feed on. We then looked at patterns, and many of the children were keen to create bracelets 

with yellow and black beads, replicating the pattern on the bee’s back. 



This term, the children have also enjoyed discussing animals from cold climates, as well as those that live in 

warmer temperatures. 

 

3-5 Room  

The 3-5 room children have been exploring dinosaurs, and they became very creative making dinosaur heads 

out of cardboard boxes.  

The children explored numbers using a tape measure, and we looked at the size of a Diplodocus on the ipad, 

finding out that it was 24 metres long. We measured each other and found out that the average height of a child 

in our pre-school room is one metre, so 24 children lay down so we could visually see just how long this dinosaur 

is!  

In the garden, we used big, numbered dinosaur footprints to play hopscotch. The children were very good at 

this, and were keen to show off their ‘hopping on one foot’.  We continued to learn all about dinosaurs for a few 

weeks, looking at their colours and shapes, and the children practised their cutting skills, cutting out images of 

them.  

 

We have acquired some ceramic cups for our role play area, as well as cutlery, with the children setting up the 

area to mimic a real ‘home play’ experience. We are currently collecting old spice jars to fill up our new spice 

rack, which will also encourage letter recognition.  

We did lots of building with some polystyrene in the construction area. We sawed it, broke it up, stuck bits 

together, building some very good bridge like structures.  

The children loved practising their nativity songs at nursery (and at home) to give us that very ‘brilliant’ 

performance.  

Earlier in the term, some of the 3-5 room children enjoyed a trip to Innoflate, where they thoroughly enjoyed 

coming down the really big slide, with lots of equipment to climb, jump and balance on.  

 

Please be reminded that the nursery will be shut from the 23rd of December for the Christmas holiday break, 

and will re-open again on Monday the 9th of January 2023 at 7.30am. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of my whole team to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year.  

Kind Regards 

Claire Drennan 

Nursery Manager 

victoriastreet@summersnurseries.com 

tel – 01223 628862 
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