
 

Wee Rascals Newsletter – Term 1 - 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I cannot quite believe we are heading into autumn; the months are flying by! 

A massive warm welcome to all the new children and parents who have joined Wee Rascals this 

term. It has been lovely getting to know you all. The children have settled in well! 

Staffing 

Shannon Innes is enjoying being a new mummy to the gorgeous Everleigh Rose Insh who was born 

on 12th May 2022. 

Cara Duncan will now be doing relief hours at the nursery during the holiday periods as she has 

been accepted to study teaching at university. Lia Stewart, who previously worked relief hours 

for us, has now taken over from Cara’s permanent hours and will be working a Monday and Thursday 

based in the Cheeky Monkey room. Lia will also be helping out in the 3-5 room on a Friday. 

Training 

We would like to say a HUGE congratulations to Margaret Berry for achieving her SVQ level 3 

certificate. She continuously worked hard to gain this so it is very well deserved, well done! 

Outings/Trips 

Trips have now resumed, and the Busy Bees were thrilled to be able to enjoy a visit in August to 

Aden Country Park. During their trip they explored the playpark, sensory garden, and lots more. 

More information and photographs of what they got up to can be found on your child’s ILD. 

Each trip is rotated on different days to ensure that all children have the chance to attend. 

All trips are risk assessed and permission is sought from parents prior to attending. 

Parents will continue to receive e mails with details regarding their child’s visits to Wee Green 

space. 

Charity 

Ukraine Crisis 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all who have donated during our charity events. So far, we 

have raised: 

Guess Peter Rabbit’s birthday - £88.00 

Dress up in blue/yellow - £139.60 

Hamper - £250.00 



Sports day sponsor forms - £397.00 

Sports day stalls - £335.42 (plus £227 WR2) 

Staff dress down - £22.00  

 

Christmas Closure 

 

Just a reminder that the nursery will close at 6.00pm on Friday the 23rd of December 2022 and 

then re-open at 7.30am on Monday the 9th of January 2023. 

 

Winter clothes 

 

The weather is now changing, so please make sure that you provide your child with warmer clothes 

as the weather can now be more varied.  

 

Accident/Incident forms 

 

We have now gone paperless with any accident/incidents. These will now be recorded on your 

child’s ILD. 

 

Contact Information/All About Me Sheets 

 

Thank you to everyone for updating the changes within your contact information that we hold. It 

is very important that we have the correct details for you all, which is why we have these checked 

every 6 months. Please remember that if anything changes outwith these being checked in January 

and June, that you can let us know either verbally or via email and we can make the changes 

straight away. 

Please can I remind you that if you haven’t already done so, that you return your child’s All About 

Me Sheet to the nursery. This helps the girls get to know what the children are working on at 

home, also informing  us of any changes to their likes/dislikes etc. 

Learning experiences 

 

Little Bunnies 

 

The children demonstrated a great interest in dinosaurs, some even being able to 

name some, which was VERY impressive! 

Fiona created an amazing tuff tray experience for the children to allow them to 

develop their imaginative and role play skills. This was a big hit with the babies! It 

even encouraged our younger babies to pull themselves up, stand and move around 

the tuff tray, enabling them to get involved.    

 

 

 

Moving on from dinosaurs, the children then began to learn about extinct and endangered animals 

such as the panda, giraffe, and polar bear, with the children learning about each one, and what 

makes them different.  



They took their learning outdoors and got their ‘explorer hats’ on as they went on a ‘rescue mission’ 

to help the endangered animals that were hidden around the garden. They worked together, 

showing great teamwork, and were absolutely thrilled when they found them! 

 

The babies thoroughly enjoyed learning about ‘Fairy Tales’ and ‘Nursery Rhymes’. Again, the staff 

created amazing tuff tray experiences for the children, representing the tales of ‘The Three 

Little Pigs’ and ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’. When covering ‘Humpty 

Dumpty’, the staff put blobs of shaving foam with a  

splodge of yellow paint in the middle to make it look 

like a ‘smashed egg’ to represent poor Humpty 

Dumpty after he fell off the wall. They also boiled 

some eggs and the children knocked them off the wall 

which they had built with bricks whilst singing the 

‘Humpty Dumpty’ song. 

 

 

Cheeky Monkeys 

 

The children had been discussing that they have flowers in their gardens and what colours they 

were, which then led us onto learning about ‘plants and flowers’. During this topic, the children got 

creative with various colours of playdough to create their own flowers -they were all beautiful!  

They extended their learning outdoors, searching for some hidden laminated flowers which had 

numbers on them in the soil. The children used their problem-solving and numeracy skills to find 

the flower and then say which number was displayed on the flower they had found. 

 

The Cheeky Monkeys chose to learn about ‘Jungle Animals’ next. They looked 

at the different patterns on the animal fur of a zebra, leopard, tiger, flamingo 

and snake. They discussed the differences between them all and used the toy 

animals to match them to the picture of their print. Children described the 

patterns, saying “it’s got spots”, “it’s stripey”, “it’s pink”. 

They also participated in a problem-solving activity to ‘rescue’ the animals. 

The staff covered the animals using pipe cleaners and cellotape, and then the 

children then used their fine motor skills to remove it all to ‘save’ them. 

 

 

 

The Cheeky Monkeys have recently been learning about ‘Space’, due to 

there being lots of recent discussions about rockets. So far, we have 

looked at the names of the planets whilst listening and singing along to 

the ‘Planet’ song. Children have created a night sky themed picture using 

cotton buds, paint and black paper. 

 

 

 

 



Busy Bees 

 

The Busy Bees chose to learn about farming. During a planning meeting, the children discussed 

what was of interest to them in the topic, in which the children answered “milk 

from cows”, “cows and pigs” and “harvesting”.  

The children watched a clip on how a cow is milked, both hand and machine. They 

then tried this out in their water tray using rubber gloves and coloured white 

water. During this activity, we discussed that milk can be found in a variety of 

foods. Afterwards, we tested the children to see if they could remember which 

foods contained milk, looking at various pictures of food and sorting them into 

the ‘dairy’ and ‘non-dairy’ sections of the chart. They did extremely well! 

The Busy Bees took a look at which foods are grown on a farm, looking at how different types of 

fruit, vegetables and grain is grown. We learned which foods can be produced from animals. The 

children looked at various pictures of foods such as chicken, milk, honey, pork, eggs etc and 

discussed which animal these are produced by. 

The boys and girls watched a clip about the harvesting of crops using various tools and machinery 

which led onto a discussion that wheat, corn and rice go through this process. The staff then 

created a farm themed tuff tray to allow the children to use their imaginative 

and role play skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed looking at Under the Sea. We ordered some sea 

monkeys (brine shrimps) and have been enjoying feeding them and watching them grow! 

We drew around a peer’s body on paper and the children decorated it to make her into a mermaid 

using a variety of collage materials. The children investigated mythical sea creatures, learning 

about mermaids, the Loch Ness Monster and Kelpies which they know are not real, and in fact, 

made up from stories. They looked at various pictures of real and mythical creatures and 

discussed as a group if they thought they were real or make believe. They were very clued up on 

this! 

 

We learned about water pollution and read the story - ‘The Undersea Cleaning Spree’ which helped 

the children learn how rubbish in the sea can affect sea creatures and the importance of putting 

our rubbish in the bin. We looked at certain types of waste which can be recycled and revised this 

through a sorting activity which entailed the children looking at 

pictures of various recyclable materials and then placing them into the 

correct bins e.g., plastic, glass, compost, fabrics, cans, paper, and 

cardboard. They did very well! Some even said they help their mums 

and dads recycle at home. 

 

After the summer holidays, a lot of children had been speaking about 

holidays they had been on with their families, which led us onto 

learning about countries. 



This a large topic, and there has been a lot for the children to learn to learn about. They learnt 

about Scotland, where they did paper weaving to create kilts, as well as baking some lovely 

shortbread. 

 

The children were also very keen to learn about the Queen after the sad news of her passing 

away. During this, the children looked at key timeline pictures of the Queen from birth to her 

most recent picture, and the children worked together to sort the pictures into the correct order. 

They also covered the significant events that happened throughout her life, such 

as her becoming Queen, the birth of her children, crowning Charles the Prince of 

Wales, meeting her grandchildren, and reaching her Jubilee, in which we all 

celebrated by having street parties. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

I would like to end by saying that it has been lovely having all the parents come into 

the building again for drop off/pick up, meeting and speaking to all the families again! 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Jade Webster 

 

Nursery Manager 

 

Tel: 01467 633270 

Email: weerascals@summersnurseries.com 


