
 

 
 
 

Wee Rascals Newsletter – Term 2 – December 2022 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Can you believe it is nearly Christmas?!  

Every year, I always say I will be more organised with my Christmas shopping, but 

again…it has not happened! I always feel there is plenty of time, but the weeks fly by 

and before I know it, I am rushing around trying to get everything organised.  

 

A huge welcome to new parents and families who have joined us during this term. It has 

been lovely getting to know you all. 

 

Staffing 

 

There will be a few staff changes in the New Year, which are as follows:- 

 

Shannon Innes will be returning from maternity leave on Monday 16th January 2023. I 

cannot quite believe how quickly time has gone by, and I am pretty sure she will say the 

same. Shannon will be reducing her hours and working 3 days per week, working within 

the Cheeky Monkey room on a Monday and Wednesday 7:30am-6:00pm and a Friday 

within the Busy Bee room 7:30am-6:00pm. 

 

Lia Stewart will be moving to the Little Bunnies room, working 4 days, with her day off 

being a Tuesday. She will be working 8:00am-5:30pm.  

 

Amy Clark will remain in Little Bunnies but will be changing her hours to working a 

Monday and Tuesday 7:30am-6:00pm and a Thursday and Friday 8:00am-5:30pm. 

 

Amber will remain within her post within the Little Bunnies but will be changing her day 

off from a Tuesday to a Friday. 

 

Sadly, Eszter, our 2-3 room leader has decided to leave the nursery. She is taking time 

out of working life to spend time at home for a while. 

Lauren Dyker, who is currently a practitioner within the Little Bunnies room has 

accepted the offer of moving through to Cheeky Monkeys to lead the team. I am sure 

you will join me in congratulating her in her very well-deserved promotion. 

 

A huge congratulations to Alice and her partner Euan who are expecting their first child. 

Baby is due to arrive on 3rd May 2023. 

 



 

Training 

 

We would like to say a HUGE congratulations to Fiona Petrie for gaining her SVQ level 3 

certificate. She continuously worked hard to gain this (even writing assessments on her 

lunch breaks!) So, it is very well deserved, well done! 

 

Outings/Trips 

 

The Busy Bees enjoyed a trip to Loopty Lou’s in Peterhead for their spring trip on Friday 

4th November. They had a great time exploring the soft play. It was my first time 

visiting and I would highly recommend it if you have not been. 

More information and pictures can be found on your child’s ILD. 

 

The Cheeky Monkeys visited Playtown role play centre in Inverurie for their Christmas 

trip on Monday the 5th December, and the Ante pre-school children visited Alford 

transport museum for their winter trip, which included a visit from Santa! 

 

The pre-school children loved getting the big bus to see Peter Pan at His Majesty’s 

Theatre in Aberdeen to see a fantastic pantomime performance! 

 

Each trip is rotated on different days to ensure that all children have the chance to 

attend. 

 

The Busy Bee parents will continue to receive emails with details regarding their child’s 

visits to the Wee Green Space. 

 

Charity 

 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all who have donated during our charity events. 

So far, up to October, all of the Summers Nurseries have raised and donated money to 

the following charities:- (Money donated will be used directly to help the Ukraine crisis). 

 

We have donated £3263.10 to CAFOD, of which Wee Rascals raised £732.42. CAFOD is 

an international development charity and the official aid agency of the Catholic Church 

of England and Wales. They are part of one of the largest aid networks in the world, and 

through their global church network, they have the potential to reach everyone. CAFOD 

works through local experts in Ukraine and the surrounding area, helping those fleeing 

conflict to survive. Donations will help local experts to keep providing food, water, 

healthcare, shelter/clothing and give counselling. 

 

We have also donated £2402.85 to UNICEF, of which Wee Rascals raised £635.10. 

UNICEF is working tirelessly to keep children safe, remaining in Ukraine to reach the 

most vulnerable children and families. They work tirelessly at the borders of 

neighbouring countries, providing clean water, health care services and other critical 

support. 

 

We are pleased to announce that during November, we managed to raise £153 for our 

pyjama days. We will continue to fund raise for Ukraine up until the end of the year. 

Many thanks for your continued support. 



 

Questionnaires 

 

I would like to thank you all for submitting your questionnaires. It is always great to 

hear your feedback, whether it be good or where we need to improve. In January, we will 

collate your answers and share information with you all. 

I then plan to create an action plan, using your feedback to improve our services which 

we will inform you of once this has been completed. 

 

Learning experiences 

Little Bunnies 

 

On the run up to Halloween, the Little Bunnies participated in a 

range of experiences. They used paper plates and paint to 

create their own cute ‘pumpkins’, & cotton wool and black paper 

to create ‘spooky ghosts’ - they even had a Halloween party 

where they participated in a variety of party games, such as 

biting a party ring off string and bobbing for an apple. They 

also created a ‘potion’ within their messy tray!  

I have to say, their costumes were adorable, or maybe I should 

say ‘scary’. 

 

Of course, due to Bonfire night coming after Halloween, this 

then became the focus.  

During this, we filled their tuff tray with yellow and red 

building waffles to allow the children to build their own 

‘bonfire’, and they used chalk and black paper as well as 

scrubbing brushes and paint to create their own ‘colourful 

fireworks’. Aren’t they beautiful?! 

 

Following on from Bonfire night, the Little Bunnies learnt all about autumn, after 

thoroughly enjoying playing in the crispy brown leaves 

within their messy tray. 

We put their problem-solving skills to the test as we hid 

pictures of hedgehogs around the garden for a fun game 

of ‘hide and seek’. They did amazing and showed off their 

skills! 

They then created some brown playdough and used pasta 

shapes to create their own little hedgehogs. They were 

adorable! 

 

 

Cheeky Monkeys 

 

The Cheeky Monkeys have covered various topics this term, 

beginning with Halloween. 

They participated in various ‘spooky’ activities.  

They created a ‘witches house’ within their role play area, 

making spell books in which they referred to – to make ‘witch 

potions’. There was a LOT of cackling during this! 



 

They had lots of fun during their Halloween party, dancing and playing games, as well as 

showing off their wonderful costumes to their peers. 

 

As Bonfire night was approaching next, they made some fabulous ‘sparkly 

fireworks’ using various materials such as glittery pipe cleaners which they 

stuck into playdough. They used paint, cupcake cases and chalk etc on 

paper also. They did a great job! 

 

The Cheeky Monkeys showed a great interest 

in the fallen leaves within the outdoor area, 

which led to learning about autumn. 

During this they have been using pine cones and paint to 

create various marks on paper. They used leaves from the 

garden to create ‘hedgehogs’, and following a parent’s 

suggestion, they used some leaves with chalk and crayons to 

create leaf rubbing pictures. They have shown great 

creative skills throughout lots of their artwork this term! 

 

Busy Bees 

 

The Busy Bees have also been learning about autumn this term after recognising the 

change in weather. 

They collected some leaves from the garden and discussed their differences, such as 

shape, size and colour. 

They had their gardening skills put to the test as they planted some seeds in recycled 

wellie boots. The children were discussing what these would 

grow into, some saying, “I think it will grow into a big flower”, 

“Maybe it will be some type of fruit” and “I think a sunflower”. 

The children are responsible for ensuring these are watered 

and look forwards to the surprise of what these will grow into. 

The children explored with various colours of paint, mixing 

them together to see if they could create ‘autumn colours’ 

such as brown, green, and orange. They were thrilled to see 

what the colours created when mixed.  

They also discussed that some animals go into hibernation 

such as hedgehogs, squirrels and bears. The children then 

worked together to create ‘cosy dens’ for them to hibernate 

in using a variety of loose parts. They also used the loose 

parts to create their own animals too. They looked amazing! 

 

This led onto the topic ‘In the night’. During this, the children have been 

learning all about nocturnal animals. They discussed which animals come out 

only in the night, which were “owls”, “hedgehogs”, “bats”. 

They were then given a variety of toy animals and were asked if they could 

sort them into groups of whether they were or were not nocturnal. They did 

very well! 

The children discussed their routine of what they do during the day and 

what they get up to at night time. Some said, “I snuggle with my teddy 

bear”, “I don’t sleep, I am nocturnal”.  



 

 

The Busy Bees have been working hard for their Nativity practice this year, which we 

cannot wait to show you all at Kintore Church on Thursday the 22nd December. They are 

doing a great job and we are all very proud of them, and I am sure you will all be too! 

 

Improvement plan 

 

We have recently started a new Improvement plan which is enhancing the children’s 

story experiences. This is available for you to look at within your child’s play rooms, 

please just ask a member of staff if you wish to.  

The staff have been busy creating a ‘cosy’ corner for the children within each playroom 

to read stories, and you may have noticed, we have created a ‘mini library’ within our 

hallway to allow the children to access these to choose the books they would like to have 

within their room. This has been a big hit! 

We have loved hearing some of you mention specific books and noting that you have 

these at home. 

We celebrated Book Week recently, and we would like to say a massive thank you to your 

children for taking in their favourite books for us to read together - we enjoyed hearing 

them all! 

 

Christmas Closure 

 

Just a reminder that the nursery will close at 6.00pm on Friday the 23rd of December 

2022, and will re-open at 7.30am on Monday the 9th of January 2023 at 7.30am. 

 

I hope you all have a lovely Christmas and New Year when it comes. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Jade Webster 

 

Nursery Manager 

 

Tel: 01467 633270 

Email: weerascals@summersnurseries.com       
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