
 

 

Wee Rascals Newsletter – Term 3 – March 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Christmas and New Year now feels like a lifetime ago already?! We enjoyed hearing all about the 

lovely presents the children received for Christmas, as well as all the wonderful things they got 

up to during the holidays. 

Staffing 

We are delighted to welcome Tia Ruddy back to our staff team. Tia worked for us as a Relief 

Nursery Assistant around 1 year ago but left Scotland to live in London for a short period of time. 

Since then, she has welcomed her baby girl, Myla, into the world, and has since returned to 

Scotland, deciding to come back to Wee Rascals. We are delighted! Tia will be based in the Little 

Bunnies room as a Nursery Assistant, and will be working a Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday 8:00am-5:30pm. I am sure you will all join me in giving her a big welcome back! 

Alice Berry, the Busy Bee Room Leader will be heading off on maternity leave soon. Her last day 

of work will be Friday 7th April. 

Amber Piekarski who is currently the Room Leader of the Little Bunnies Room (also Assistant 

Manager) will return to the Busy Bee room to cover Alice’s maternity leave. Amber started off in 

the Busy Bee room in October 2015 and worked within this room as a Nursery Practitioner before 

moving through to the Little Bunnies Room to be a Room Leader in December 2019. She is looking 

forwards to returning to working with the 3-5 age group again. 

Fiona Petrie will be Acting Room Leader of the Little Bunnies Room during Alice’s maternity leave.  

Her days will be Tuesday – Friday 7.30am to 6.00pm. 

Training 

We would like to say a HUGE congratulations to Kelsey Smith for gaining her SVQ level 3. Kelsey 

has worked hard to achieve this, so it is very well deserved. 

Lia Stewart has just signed up to begin her SVQ level 3 training.  

Holidays 

Please can I ask that you let us know of any planned holiday dates that your child(ren) will not be 

attending nursery as soon as possible to allow us to plan accordingly. Thank-you. 

 

 



Charity of the Year 

In November last year, we raised a further £153 for our Pyjama Days, as well as £277.60 for our 

Christmas hamper and craft sale in December for UNICEF.  A huge thank you to all parents who 

contributed during 2022. The money raised will support the ongoing Ukraine crisis.  

For 2023, we have decided to raise money for Great Ormond Street Children’s hospital. Further 

details will follow.  

 

Learning experiences 

Little Bunnies 

Prior to the Christmas break, the Little Bunnies participated in 

a lot of Christmas related activities. The children were given a 

variety of tuff tray experiences, which included ‘filling Santa’s 

beard’ with cotton wool and a ‘Christmas Wonderland’ which 

included ‘snow’, ‘sparkles’ and ‘train tracks’. They also created 

their own ‘Christmas lights’ using pom poms. All the children 

thoroughly enjoyed these activities and spent a lot of time participating with 

their peers. I have to say, I love seeing all the tuff tray experiences that are provided for the 

babies, they are so adorable! 

After gathering some wonderful ideas from the parents about their children’s current interests 

to support them with a new idea for a topic, we then decided to learn about nature. During this 

topic, the children were very busy practicing their colour recognition, matching coloured leaves. 

They had opportunities to experience various textures during play eg hiding toy animals in straw, 

using real flower petals to glue and stick with, as well as trying to free the flowers from blocks 

of ice. 

Cheeky Monkeys 

The Cheeky Monkeys thoroughly enjoyed their trip to Playtown where they had a special visit 

from Santa! The children were ABSOLUTELY delighted! He even read a story to them all and 

had a special gift for each child who attended! 

The boys and girls got VERY creative participating in various craft activities, which included 

sponge painting using Christmas themed sponges, painting Christmas trees and creating their 

own version of Santa’s hat! They were wonderfully colourful!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Since returning in the New Year, the children were very keen to discuss 

dinosaurs. They dipped the toy dinosaur feet into paint and ‘stomped’ 

them across their paper. There were lots of dinosaur noises during this 

activity, with a loud “ROAR” and “STOMP”.  

The children also used the toy dinosaurs to create some ‘shadow’ 

drawings. This entailed the dinosaurs being stood up on paper in front of light, with the children 

drawing around the shadows onto the paper. We were all amazed by the end results! 

Using some fact cards, the children also looked at each kind of dinosaur, such as T-Rex, 

Stegosaurus, etc and what they eat, whether this be other dinosaurs, fish, animals, insects or 

plants. 

Busy Bees 

During the Christmas topic, children practised their numeracy skills 

by identifying the numbers on the Christmas baubles and counting 

out the pom poms to match the corresponding numbers. 

We were all DELIGHTED when we had some snow! The children 

made full use of this, having competitions in the garden of who could 

throw the highest snowball, and they also worked in teams to see 

which group could build the BIGGEST snowman! They showed off their strong muscles when rolling 

the snowball around to create a big head and body! 

Children put their ICT skills to good use as they researched the gifts they would like for 

Christmas before printing these off and sticking them to their Santa letters. They then practiced 

their name writing as they signed these off. 

Of course, we must mention how amazing all the children did in their Nativity performance, which 

I am sure you will all agree! Thank you again to all of you who came along to see this! They practiced 

very hard for this, so it is only fair that they were able to show off their amazing talents to their 

loved ones. 

As several children received a form of transport of some sort for Christmas, we made transport 

the next focus area. The children got very creative out in the garden, working as a group, using 

cable reels, bike tyres and crates to create their own “car”. They also discussed the journey’s 

they have taken in different modes of transport, with some saying “I went on an aeroplane and 

we went super high, higher than a pterodactyl”, “I went on a bus and it had seats and a table” and 

“I went on a ship in America, it was a speed ship”. The children then created drawings of their 

adventures. 

The boys and girls showed off their problem-solving skills as they sorted the transport picture 

cards into groups of whether they were ‘land’, ‘sea’ or ‘air’ modes of transport. They did very 

well with this! The Busy Bees also practised their letter recognition and word skills using the 

train tracks.  The staff stuck letters of the alphabet on each piece of track as well as some of 

the trains, and the children were given support to recognise them.  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read the newsletter. Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have 

any questions. 

Kind Regards, 

Jade Webster 

Nursery Manager 

01467 633270 

weerascals@summersnurseries.com   

mailto:weerascals@summersnurseries.com

