
 
Inverurie Newsletter – October 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Who can believe we are now well into October, and until recently we were still applying the sun cream!! 

The weather has now turned, so please provide wellies, wet suits, hats, gloves etc if not already within 

nursery. 

 

Staff Update 

Lauren Donald – 3-5 Room Leader has sadly left us after an 8- year period with Summers, with Krista 

Wilkin from the 3’s room being rightly promoted into the position, and in full swing with her new role. 

Kayla Dawson has joined us in the 3-5 room. Kayla has come from our sister building in Wee Rascals 

Too, with 6 years of childcare experience. Kayla will be working Monday – Thursday from 7.30am until 

6pm. 

Eszter Racz has joined us in the 2-3 room, and is settling in well, getting to know all the children.   

  

Staff Training 

Melanie Adam. our Assistant Manager and 0-2 Room Leader has successfully completed her SVQ Level 

4 in childcare. Well done Mel! 

  

0-2 Room Learning Interests: 

 

Children in the 0-2 room looked at their senses, with opportunities to smell scented playdough we 

made, touch and play with ice, as well as make textured collage pictures and sensory boxes! We used 

torches to see in the dark and we did food tasting to stimulate our taste buds – throughout these 

processes, we also realised that the children are certainly good at using their hearing senses every 

day!  

 

We then moved onto ‘Pets’ after being out for a walk, with the children spotting ‘doggies’, which was 

very exciting! We hid ‘pet’ toys in the sand tray for the children to find, and we used glitter paint to 

create bone pictures and pet masks, which the children danced with.  

We froze ice with various ‘pet’ animals hidden inside, and the children were given a variety of tools to 

hit and break the ice to free the animals, helping to develop the children’s fine motor skills. 

We took out our role play vet set, where the children pretended to give the animals some medicine, 

as well as food to look after them. We saw lots of wonderful caring skills!  



 
 

After pets, we moved onto ‘At the seaside’ and the children loved building their own sand castles with 

buckets and spades. The children made shaving foam ice cream cones, and used fishing nets to catch 

the fish and crabs in the water tray.  

A variety of summer pictures were created using paint, pens, stickers and ‘stick and glue’ materials, 

and the children tasted a variety of ice creams, with no firm favourite, enjoying them all!  

We pretended we were at the seaside one day, wearing our sun hats, sun glasses, and we had sand out 

on the floor for our buckets and spades, and water in the shallow tray for our boats. Some great 

imaginative play was observed with the older children! 

 

We looked at nursery rhymes and story books, and Gemma drew a Gruffalo on our tuff tray, which 

gave the children the opportunity to use a variety of loose parts to decorate him.  

The children thoroughly enjoy using our song apron to choose and sing different nursery rhymes along 

with puppets.  

When outside in the garden, one of the children noticed a snail, so we then read ‘The snail and the 

Whale story’, which is about a little snail who longs to see the world and hitches a lift on the tail of 

an enormous whale. This story teaches the children about so many things such as size and the wonders 

of the world.  

We made playdough and used our baking utensils for ‘Pat-a-cake’, and in the tough tray the children 

had a ‘Make your own potion’ station, where they were able to use their imaginations to create their 

very own potions.  

Children enjoyed having a Teddy Bears picnic, where they had their snack outside, alongside the 

teddies. 

 

During our ‘Minibeast’ topic, the children expressed great excitement when they found a lady bird 

outside in the garden, watching carefully as it crawled around, being careful not to disturb it.  

Some of the boys and girls helped make some playdough, and then everyone made their own snails, 

spiders, caterpillars and ladybirds, choosing their own collage materials to decorate them, and then 

stick onto the playdough.  

Gemma made bird feeders with some of the children and they have all enjoyed watching the little 

birdies come to feed! 

In the tough tray we set up our own spider’s web with string and the children used the tongs to pick 

up the ‘bugs’ without ruining the web – a great fine motor activity, as well as helping to develop 

concentration skills! 

 

Our next topic was ‘Transport’ as the children spotted a noisy helicopter when out in the garden, so 

we discussed helicopters and other flying objects in the sky. Children also enjoyed constructing the 

train tracks for the trains, and in the messy tray, the children scooped and transported mud with the 

mini diggers!  

We set up chairs in the garden so the children could ‘ride’ on the bus, using the traffic lights and road 

signs as well. 

 



 
2-3 Room Learning Interests: 

 

Since last term, the 2-3 children have been very busy. After ‘Under the sea’ we moved onto ‘Space’ 

where the children learnt about a different planet each day. We studied each planet and looked at 

their different colours, sizes and their distances from Earth.  

We used playdough, paper mache, and also coloured in the planets, with the children showing very good 

communication skills doing mind maps of what they knew at the beginning and what they learnt by the 

end of the topic.  

 

After the children had shown a keen interest in their shapes, we moved onto looking at colours and 

shapes. The children participated in shape sorting activities, naming shapes and learning all their 

names. We did some shape and colour hunts within the room and outside in the garden.  

We have shape visual aids around the room and the children enjoy showing us that they have retained 

the information and know some of their names.  

For colours, we looked at both primary and secondary colours as well as colour mixing – this was 

exciting for the boys and girls to see two colours make a different one when mixed together. We have 

also learnt about patterns using the colourful beads, with the children making their own unique 

patterns. 

 

As singing is a firm favourite within the room every day, we chose to look at ‘Nursery Rhymes’ as our 

next topic. We made up a song book of our favourites, and the children made their own song spoon for 

our tub, enabling them to choose the spoon of the song they wish to sing. Each day, we focused on a 

song and worked on activities to suit, for instance for the Incy Wincy Spider song, we made our own 

spider hand print pictures. We also made playdough and the children stuck pipe cleaners in for the 

spider’s legs. 

 

We then moved onto ‘On the farm’, which was a massive success with all the children. During all the 

activities on offer they were fully engaged, learning where milk comes from and then how to milk a 

cow. We spoke about vegetables and how they are grown. This led onto looking at machinery you get 

on a farm to help with the animals and vegetables.  

We discussed various farm animals, where they live and what they eat, and for craft, we made our 

own animal pictures, with the children enjoyed making track print pictures as well. A farm was made 

inside the tough tray, which was great fun for all the children!  

 

The children lookes at the ‘Alphabet’, where each day we looked at a different letter, hanging each 

one up on our wall-like bunting, discussing the sound of each letter. The children also learnt that some 

children cannot hear, so we looked at some sign language, managing to sign the letters of the alphabet. 

 

Finally, the children loved acting out one of their favourite stories ‘We are going on a bear hunt’, so 

we decided to turn it into a mini topic. Each day we visited a different part of the story, making a 

sensory path, using our bare feet to walk through, feeling the textures. We also did some mud pictures 

out of real mud!  



 
 

3-5 room Learning interests: 

 

We have had a busy time covering a range of topics, as well as concentrating on a variety of activities 

that are responsive to the children’s interests. 

 

Children were fully engaged with our ‘Minibeast’ topic, where we discussed what different bugs need 

to survive, and what characteristics each one has, numbers/types of legs, wings, patterns, and what 

colour they are etc. We then organised them into different categories depending on how they were 

able to move around. The children also had the opportunity to vote for their favourite minibeast!  

 

We used the old gazebo in the garden and the children participated in creating various role play 

scenarios, using it as a ‘café’, a place to dance under, and also a circus tent at one point, showing 

fantastic imaginary skills.  

 

The children enjoyed watching some short clips of circus acts and even managed to learn skills such 

as juggling and spinning plates. The 3-5’s designed their own rings using pens to create patterns on 

them, playing a game of ‘Toss the Rings’ in the garden, aiming to throw the rings over our sensory 

bottles. This developed both creative and gross motor skills. 

 

Great excitement was caused when the children saw a fire engine outside of the nursery This sparked 

conversations about ’People who help us’. We covered important roles, looking at the police force, with 

the children printing their own finger print suspect cards, and putting their own signatures on them. 

Children made their own police radios, and they enjoyed ‘role playing’ police officers as well. Their 

favourite sayings were “hello, hello, hello”, calling out to find the hidden criminals. 

The children enjoyed pretending to put out a fire with the fire engine, and they also made their own 

fire engines as well, using excellent imaginary and role play skills.  

We learnt about what the role of a dentist is, and why it’s important to brush our teeth. During our 

discussions, we also spoke about how our teeth don’t like sugar. We discussed the types of foods that 

were bad for our teeth and what foods were better for keeping them healthy. Afterwards, the 

children worked together to sort the food into healthy and unhealthy categories. 

 

Children learnt about countries, looking at the different foods unique to each country, also looking at 

each countries flags and various forms of transport used. 

 

Other News 

 

The pre-school room have been sending letters ‘pen pal fashion’ to the residents of Bennachie Care 

Home along the road. We have been asking questions about shared interests and activities, and have 

had some lovely responses and photos. The boys and girls (and ladies) love seeing their responses!   

 



 
We are continuing to support Charlie House up until the end of the year. We welcome any final 

donations through our Just Giving page. Charlie House is a local children’s charity which supports 

babies, children and young people with complex disabilities and life limiting conditions in the North 

East of Scotland. https://www.charliehouse.org.uk/  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/summers-

nurseries?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=summers-

nurseries&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=b64536adab3b4808ac8ab585c679cfa6 

 

Upcoming Dates for your diary –  

 

Halloween: We will welcome all children in dressed up for the week commencing 25th October – 

Children can dress up as much as they would like throughout the week and different Halloween themed 

activities will take place each day to ensure everyone is included within their rooms.    

 

Christmas Parties: 

0-2 Room – Monday 6th / Thursday 9th of December 

 

2-3 Room – Tuesday 7th / Wednesday 8th December  

 

3-5 Room – Monday 13th / Thursday 16th of December  

  

• More information will be issued nearer the time regarding which children are to attend 

each day and times. 

 

Christmas Closure 2021/2022 

 

We will be closed for Christmas at 6pm on Tuesday 21st December and re open at 7.30am on 

Wednesday 5th January 2022.  

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

Suzanne Stephen 

Inverurie Manager 

inverurie@summersnurseries.com        

01467 628862 
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