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Term 4 Newsletter – May 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I cannot quite believe we are in term four already! The year is passing quickly, and the  

weather cannot seem to make up its mind at the minute! However, it has been lovely to 

enjoy some nicer days. Here’s hoping we see more sun than rain going forwards!  

As you all know, I am currently expecting my second baby. I am due to finish at Wee 

Rascals for my maternity leave on Thursday 3rd June. Jade Webster, currently Assistant 

Manager/Busy Bee Room Leader will be taking over as Manager in my absence. I am sure 

you will all join me in wishing Jade all the best in her new role.  

We are currently seeking the right candidate to take over from Jade as Room Leader 

and Assistant Manager. Once we have appointed the successful candidate, we will let you 

all know.  

Staff Changes 

Little Bunnies  

We welcomed back Amber Piekarski from Maternity leave in March. Amber is settling 

back into the role of Room Leader. Amber works Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday.  

Shannon Innes has moved through to the Busy Bee room on a temporary basis, covering a 

maternity contract, and so we have welcomed Fiona Petrie to the Little Bunnies team 

during this time. Fiona is currently working Tuesday-Friday.  

Amy Clark, who currently works with us as a relief member of staff started with us on a 

permanent basis in the Little Bunnies as of the 18th May. Amy replaces Reganne Spence’ 

position in the room.  

 

Cheeky Monkeys 

Morgan Duncan left us in April to move to a nursery closer to home. Our nursery 

Practitioner, Jemma Ross has increased her hours and Jacqui McCallum has also 

switched from a relief Nursery Assistant to a permanent position. The two girls will 

cover Morgan’s hours, with Jemma now working a Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 

and Jacqui is working a Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday.   
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Busy Bees 

Becca Smith has recently transitioned from a relief Practitioner to a permanent 

Practitioner in our Busy Bee Room. Becca will be working a Monday, Wednesday and 

Thursday.  

 

Gillian Bain has also moved on from Wee Rascals to further her career as a Lead 

Practitioner. Kelsey Smith takes over from Gillian and started with us in the Busy Bee 

room on Monday 3rd May. Kelsey will be working Monday-Thursday.  

 

Staff Training 

I continue to work my way through my degree at the University of Aberdeen where I am 

studying a BA in Childhood Practice. I am weeks away from completing my second year. I 

am currently working on ‘Living, Learning and Teaching in Communities’. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank anyone who has completed questionnaires for me this 

term, it is a vital part of my course so I really appreciate you taking the time out to 

complete these forms.    

 

Charity 

Each year, we support a different charity. In 2020 we opted to support Charlie House. 

Charlie House is a local children’s charity which supports babies, children and young 

people with complex disabilities and life limiting conditions in the North East of 

Scotland. Children took part in a crazy cone week not so long ago, and I would like to 

thank you all for your donations. We had not been able to support our charity as much as 

we normally would last year due to Covid-19, so we have decided to continue our 

fundraising for Charlie House throughout 2021. To find out more about what Charlie 

House do please visit  https://www.charliehouse.org.uk/  

 

Covid-19 

Please continue to follow social distancing, wash/sanitise hands, and wear a face covering 

at drop off/pick up times. It is vitally important that children do not attend nursery if 

they are unwell. If your child develops any of the 3 most common symptoms of Covid-19, 

then go to NHS https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  to arrange to have your child 

PCR tested by the NHS immediately, informing the nursery management team. Do not 

visit your GP, pharmacy, or hospital, and your child and household unit must self-isolate. 

Please refer to our Covid-19 Policy for the 3 most common symptoms of Covid-19 which 

are:- Fever/high temperature (37.8 degrees C or greater), A cough, Loss of, or change 

in, sense of smell or taste (anosmia). Guidance can be found at:- 

https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-

poisoning/coronavirus-covid-19  Parents must also be vigilant to other wider signs of 

their child feeling unwell, and contact their GP for advice regarding any other symptoms 

their child develops which may indicate Covid-19. Please also seek immediate medical 

advice from your GP if your child experiences any unusual tiredness/fatigue. 

 

Medication 

The nursery will not accept any medicines which contain Paracetamol/Ibuprofen etc 

which are used to reduce fever eg Calpol/Nurofen, as these can mask a temperature. 

http://www.summersnursery.co.uk/
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https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Please refer to our Covid-19 Policy for further information re medication. If your child 

develops a high temperature at home, then you must still arrange a Covid-19 test even if 

you administer fever reducing medication which would artificially bring down the 

temperature.  

Please do not give your child any medication which contains Paracetamol/Ibuprofen etc 

which can mask a temperature prior to them coming into nursery. If your child is 

teething, we advise teething gels/powders which are a good alternative and can be taken 

into nursery.  

Your child must not attend nursery until 24 hours have passed after a first dosage of 

antibiotic. 

 

Diarrhoea/Vomiting 

Please note that if your child has had diarrhoea or vomiting then they must remain at 

home until 48 hours after the last episode. 

  

Dates for your Diary 

 

Virtual Parent’s meeting – Parents’ meetings are well underway, and are being held 

during nursery hours virtually or by phone call at a designated time. These will be held  

via the method you have requested. We are working our way through the rooms, and have 

started with the Busy Bee pre-school children. 

 

Graduation – Graduation will be a little different this year. Due to the ongoing 

restrictions, we are still unable to invite you along to a live show. This year we will be 

making a video of our Graduation and sending out the completed version to you all. We 

will also be taking individual photos of the children in their Graduation gowns and getting 

these printed off for you to keep. We aim to have the Graduation video completed and 

to you by 18th June. 

 

Sports week – Restrictions still do not allow for us to hold our normal sports day. 

Therefore, we will be arranging a week of sports activities at nursery for children only. 

This will be done the week of the 21st of June. Updates will be put on the ILDs so you can 

see your children taking part. This event will be a sponsored event for our chosen 

Charity – Charlie House. Sponsor forms will be emailed out to you prior to the event.  

 

Learning Opportunities 

Little Bunnies 

Since returning to nursery, the Little Bunnies have enjoyed learning about animals, 

showing a great understanding of the noises some animals make. They have particularly 

shown an interest in playing with the playdough and animal cutters throughout this topic. 

Using the play dough is not only a fun sensory activity, it also develops the children’s 

hand muscles, enabling them to develop their ability to draw and make marks on the 

paper.  

Out in the garden, the children took part in a bug hunt. They used spades and rakes to 

dig in the mud, trying to discover which bugs live there. They then used the 
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wheelbarrows to transport the mud to different areas of the garden. Some of the 

children also role played “The three little pigs” story. They would knock on the door of 

the house and run away when the ‘pig’ answered the door! The boys and girls took part in 

lots of craft activities, which included creating animal face masks using the crayons, as 

well as sponge painted animals using a choice of different colours. During these 

activities, the children tried to identify the different body parts of each animal, which 

led onto them identifying their own body parts.  

 

Next, the children started to learn about Easter. Throughout this topic, the children 

created their own Easter egg pictures. They developed their fine motor skills by using 

stickers to decorate them. They also participated in a matching activity where they had 

to try and pair up two eggs that looked the same, again demonstrating good problem-

solving skills throughout.  

The children participated in an Easter egg hunt around the room. With the support of 

staff, they were able to find all the hidden egg pictures, practicing their counting skills 

at the end to see how many we had found. The boys and girls showed enjoyment 

throughout a role play activity, where they pretended to be Easter bunnies - they 

attempted to hop around the room whilst singing to ‘Hop little Bunny’.  

 

Our current topic of interest is colours and shapes. This came from the week we had 

snow. The children were extremely interested in the marks we were leaving behind in the 

snow from our feet and bottoms! We took some of the snow inside to our messy trays 

and created different shapes with it. We discussed the shapes we were creating and 

how our warm hands melted the snow. We also added a bit of coloured water to the snow 

and discussed how the colours coming together made new colours. This led onto a 

painting activity, where the children helped to create new colours by mixing different 

ones together. The children have helped to create their own shapes and colours booklet 

for the story corner, and they have been given a choice of shapes and colours to create, 

showing enjoyment, looking through the finished result.  

Outside, the children have been exploring our new ‘outdoor mark making box’. They have 

been chalk drawing on the path, as well as having a variety of colours to choose from to 

make marks on the large whiteboards outside! We have also been using our messy trays 

outside with hidden colourful shapes in the shaving foam, shredded paper and hay!  

 

Cheeky Monkeys 

The Cheeky Monkeys have been having a busy time since returning to nursery. We 

started with a topic about “dinosaurs”. This was a big interest: we learnt the names of 

the different dinosaurs and what they would eat. The children developed their physical 

skills whilst playing “little dinosaurs” and taking part in a dinosaur action games, 

pretending to be different dinosaurs.  

 

We then moved onto “My home” as the children came back to nursery with lots of new 

stories about new babies and what they had been up to at home. This topic allowed the 

children to link home and nursery together. We learnt about people in our families and 

what our homes look like. Doing this allowed the children to be able to point out the 

differences in each of their own rooms. This allowed for speech development, with the 
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children being able to talk about their homes and discuss this with their ladies and 

peers.  

 

As we came to the end of ‘Our home’ topic, we had a massive change in weather, and this 

caught the attention of the children. We learnt about all the different types of 

weathers which occur, and the children took a particular interest in the rainbow, 

practising their colour recognition. As the days got warmer, the children took an 

interest in the beach and the sea, which led to our current topic of “Under the Sea”. 

The children have been learning about animals under the sea, reading “A hole in the 

bottom of the Sea” and they have also been looking at the food chain of the animals 

under the sea.  

 

Busy Bees 

The Busy Bees have been learning about various topics since returning in February. 

We looked at different kinds of dinosaurs and compared their differences. The children 

identified that some had “longer necks”, “spikey bodies”, “short arms” and “long bodies”. 

They then sorted them into groups, whilst at the same time naming all the different 

kinds. The boys and girls practised their numeracy skills throughout this topic by using 

the counting cubes to measure a variety of dinosaurs. We then used the internet to 

research what each dinosaur eats and where they lived. 

We looked at a variety of food the children enjoy eating, and most of them chose 

extremely healthy ones, many choosing fruit for their favourite food. We then created a 

chart with various types of fruit and the children chose their favourite, with 

strawberries being the most popular! We discussed why fruit and vegetables are good 

for us, and learned about healthy eating, looking at foods such as cheese, with the 

children saying, “they make us big and strong” and “they are good for our teeth”. 

Children played an alphabet game to develop their literacy skills which entailed going 

through each letter of the alphabet and thinking of a healthy food beginning with that 

letter.  

We had a lot of discussions about the different colours of cars, with children stating 

what colour of cars their parents had, so we decided to focus on transport. We printed 

off some transport themed words, and the boys and girls then used the letters from 

these to try and find the letters within their names. We used transport vehicle images, 

using the counting cubes to measure the sizes of the bus, airplane, steering wheel, car 

and boat. They then compared their findings, discussing which was biggest/smallest. 

The children created some cards for Mothers’ day and spoke about all the good things 

about them and what makes them special. This then led onto us speaking about ‘What 

makes us happy, scared, angry’. We created a ‘worry monster’ which we discussed ‘what 

makes us scared’, and the staff then wrote each child’s answer on a separate piece of 

paper and posted it into the monster’s mouth.  

The children spoke a lot about ‘Easter’ and how it was now ‘Spring’, creating beautiful 

pictures of flowers and Easter eggs, which led to us doing some research into animals 

which are born during Spring time, such as caterpillars and chicks. We learned about the 
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lifecycle of these, as well as a flower. We also discussed what a flower requires to grow, 

as well as naming the different parts of a flower. The children then used seeds to 

practice their numeracy skills by counting out the seeds to match the corresponding 

number on the flower petals. 

The Busy Bees have recently been focusing on positive relationships. During this, we 

discussed the importance of being a good friend and the impact it can have on others. 

We played a game of ‘positive pass’, which entailed sitting in a circle and rolling the ball 

to a peer and saying what they like about them, with the children saying things like “they 

are funny”, “they are nice to me” and “they are kind”. They also received a cut out of 

half a heart, and then each child had to find the child that had the other half of their 

heart. They then chose an area of the room and spent time with each other, interacting 

and finding out a little bit more about each other’s interests. Children also made 

friendship cards, as well as friendship bracelets, using pipe cleaners and beads, and they 

created a ‘this is me’ sheet which includes their favourite colour, food, as well as their 

favourite area of the room. These have been laminated for the story corner to allow the 

children to look at them during free play. 

Drop off and pick up 

Can I please remind you that you must call the nursery on arrival to the car park. Calling 

before you arrive causes some upset with other parents who have arrived at nursery 

first. This is the only fair way we can manage the drop off and collection of the children 

whilst you are unable to come into the nursery.  

 

Please remember, although you are less likely to see me face to face, I am always happy 

to help wherever possible. Please feel free to contact me via telephone and/or email if I 

can be of assistance to you. 

Kind Regards  

Rachael Farman 

 Nursery Manager  

Tel – 01467 633270 

weerascal@summersnurseries.com     
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