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We would like to welcome all the new families who have joined us this year. The children 

have settled in excellently in to the nursery and have quickly become part of the 

Summers’ team! 

 

Staff 

Congratulations to Stephanie Reidford who works in our Pre-school room! Steph and her 

fiancee Craig are expecting a baby boy in June and we couldn’t be more excited for them! 

 

Isla McGregor joined our Pre-school room on the 21st March, and will be working a Monday 

to Wednesday full day, Thursday morning, and a Friday full day. Isla is a qualified nursery 

practitioner with over 6 years’ experience in the childcare sector. 

Laura Brinklow will shortly be joining our 2-3 room, working a Monday to Friday with a 

Wednesday off. Laura is currently studying Early Years Childcare Psychology with the 

Open University and is looking to develop a career in childcare.  

Training 

Erin Tazzar in our Pre-school room is working towards her SVQ level 3 Childcare 

qualification, and Niamh Barnes is continuing with her BA in childhood studies, and has 

now entered her second year.  

 

Charity 

We are pleased to announce that we now have a final total for our charity, Charlie House 

which we supported from 2020 up until the end of 2021. It had been a really challenging 

time during the pandemic, but we have managed to raise £11,281.97 collectively over all 

the nursery sites. Many thanks to all of you who have donated generously to support the 

charity. Charlie House is a North-East of Scotland charity which helps babies, children 

and young people with life-limiting and life-threatening conditions. 

 

Ukraine Crisis 

We watch with horror as the events in Ukraine unfold before our very eyes. At the 

present time, Ukraine urgently needs assistance, and there are several reputable 

charities accepting donations for this humanitarian crisis which we hope that you would 

consider donating directly to. We list two charities below accepting donations online for 

the people of Ukraine. 

 



Save the Children welcomes donations online for the UKRAINE CRISIS. Save the 

children has been operating in Ukraine since 2014, delivering humanitarian aid to children 

and their families. Donations to the Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund can provide children and 

families with immediate aid such as food, water, hygiene kits, psychosocial support and 

cash assistance. http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/  

 

CAFOD is an international development charity and the official aid agency of the Catholic 

church in England and Wales. They are part of one of the largest aid networks in the 

world and through their global church network, they have the potential to reach 

everyone. Donations will help to provide food, water, healthcare, shelter and clothing to 

families. Donations can be made online to the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal     

https://cafod.org.uk  

 

Any further money raised this year by the nursery will go to charities supporting the 

Ukraine crisis. 

 

Contact details/all about me 

Thank you to everyone who returned their updated contact sheets. Please continue to 

inform us of any changes to personal details so we have the most up to date records.  

 

Learning experiences 

As ever, all rooms have been super busy with a range of activities and experiences on 

offer. We have celebrated Christmas, which always brings with it much excitement and 

anticipation. Valentines’ day allowed us to create cards and pictures for our loved ones. 

A Burns supper proved a hit, with nearly all of the children enjoying the haggis on offer, 

followed by some fantastic Highland dancing and magnificent tartan creations. Nicola our 

cook made us delicious pancakes for snack on pancake day and the children created their 

own using playdough. 

0-2 room 

The 0-2 children started the year learning about Chinese New Year, and Claudia planned 

activities and taught us about her culture and celebrations. This included making Chinese 

lanterns using the lucky colour red, and of course, we used lots of glitter before hanging 

them all around the room.  We learnt about the Year of the Tiger and the children used 

a variety of colours to create their tiger pictures. We were very excited to see who had 

the nosiest Roar! 

Children learnt about the weather, and after having seen snow in the garden, we 

discussed words such as ‘cold’ and ‘freezing’ to describe it. We even used shredded paper 

as pretend snow, with the children throwing it up in the air and watching in enjoyment as 

it came down. Some of the children loved lying on the floor, and mimicked the action of 

a snow angel in the paper.  

We filled one of the tuff trays with shiny objects – pans, spoons, tinfoil and mirrors etc, 

and the children admired their reflections and explored the texture of the tin foil by 

scrunching it up. This then turned into a musical activity with the children using the 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/


spoons to bang on the pans, which gave the children opportunities to be imaginative and 

creative.  

We all love the Hungry Caterpillar story which is about a small caterpillar who emerged 

from an egg and began to eat everything in sight, so we decided to extend this story and 

create a wonderful wall display of what the caterpillar eats, such as apples, pears, 

strawberries and eventually a very succulent leaf. This allowed the children to become 

creatively engaged, develop counting skills, as well as helping them to have a more in 

depth understanding of the story. 

We are currently focusing on shapes with the children, and we will be doing lots of daily 

activities, which will develop their knowledge of the basic shapes. 

2-3 room   

We started the year learning about animals, and the children were keen to draw their 

own lions, using a fork to create the main. They learnt that a mummy lion is called a lioness 

and a baby lion is a cub.  

Children participated in a lady bird activity which developed their counting skills as they 

counted out the spots onto their ladybirds.  

During music and movement, children used their imaginations to become ‘fluttering 

butterflies’, a ‘wriggly worm’ and a ‘pouncing cat’.  

 

Safety was the focus of one activity as the children sat down to create their own risk 

assessment for the garden. This activity gives the children a sense of responsibility and 

awareness of themselves and what is around them, as well as allowing them to work as a 

team. The children communicated with staff the potential dangers in the garden, which 

included, “bumping into our friends on the bikes”, tripping over” and “slipping in a puddle.” 

This was followed up with a picture-based risk assessment for display, where the children 

were able to stick pictures and ideas onto a board of what we need to be aware of to 

keep safe. 

Children explored symmetry through the use of mirrors – painting one half of a butterfly 

and using a mirror to reflect the other half, and they also folded paper in half, printing 

a perfectly symmetrical picture.  

Children are always keen to engage in measuring activities, such as using the buckets and 

cups etc in the water tray, counting how many cups it takes to fill each bucket. They also 

made their own playdough, taking turns to measure out the ingredients, which also 

encourages children to share and work in a team. 

3-5 room 

The Pre-school children participated in an ‘Around the World’ topic, learning about 

countries which have different languages spoken, such as Dutch, Italian and Scottish.  

Many of you will have been greeted by your children in a different language, with the 

children learning the word for hello in a range of languages. We learnt that “Hola” means 

hello in Spanish, “Bonjour” means hello in French and “Ni Zao” means hello in Manderin. 

This interest came about from children telling us that some of their parents speak more 

than one language.  



Children learnt about different types of houses we live in, looking at size, colours and 

texture. Children really enjoyed participating in a group building activity using the 

building blocks to build their house, using shaving foam and sand as cement to hold the 

blocks together. 

 

We discussed the weather and the seasons, and how we should dress according to each 

season. We learnt that as the weather gets colder and autumn appears, that the leaves 

turn orange, and then brown, before many of them fall from the trees. We also learnt 

that new flowers appear in the spring when the weather becomes warmer, with shoots 

coming up from the bulbs in the ground.   

Children developed their understanding of colours by participating in colour mixing 

activities. They experimented with paint on pallets, mixing colours together, telling us 

that “blue and yellow makes green”, red and yellow makes orange” and that “white and 

red makes pink.” 

The Pre-school room continues with “letter of the week”. For example, children have built 

up their vocabulary by adding new words starting with I to our mind map. New words 

include, indigo, ice cube and insect.  

Children have thoroughly enjoyed using the new “café” in the garden, where children have 

opportunities to take orders, deliver food to customers, price the food, use money, and 

of course make sure everyone get the correct change! 

We have also been looking at floating and sinking in the water tray, with children 

designing their own boats with a variety of materials to see if they can float. We looked 

at balance, and we learnt that when we add items to the boats, that they need to be 

distributed evenly to keep the boat afloat, and that it is also important not to add too 

many, as the boat will then become too heavy and sink. 

The Pre-school children have now resumed visits to the Wee Green Space, where they 

can participate in exciting activities and learn in an outdoor space in smaller groups with 

their friends. You will have been sent a rota stating which dates your child will attend. 

Weather Appropriate Clothing 

It is important that the children are able to access outdoor experiences throughout the 

day, therefore can all parents please ensure their child has weather appropriate clothing. 

This includes, wetsuits, waterproof trousers/jacket, boots and warm clothing.  

 

Kind Regards 

Kirsty Watson 

Acting Manager 

01224 628862 

victoriastreet@summersnurseries.com 

www.summersnurseries.com   
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