
 

Victoria Street Newsletter - October 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers  

We can’t believe we are now at the end of October and into Autumn already! As always, we’ve been ‘super’ 

busy with lots of fun and learning.  

We would like to welcome all of the new families who have joined the nursery this term. The children have all 

settled in excellently and have quickly become a big part of the ‘Summers’ family.  

Staffing 

A huge congratulations to Laura Donald from our 0-2 room who welcomed the safe arrival of her baby boy, 

Millar, with her fiancée Brandon. Millar was born on the 10th August, weighing 5lbs 15oz. He is absolutely 

adorable and we can’t wait to have Laura and Miller back at Summers next year.  

 

We would like to welcome Kirstin McKie to Summers. Kirstin is a fully qualified Nursery Practitioner with previous 

experience in other private nursery settings. Kirstin joined our 2-3 room in July of this year along with her 

daughter who joined our 0-2 room, and both have already become a great addition to the team.  

Steph Wood unfortunately left us on Friday 8th October. Steph moved out to our nursery in Kintore after 

accepting the Room Leader position in the pre-school room.  Steph has been a big part of the 2-3 room and will 

be greatly missed by both staff and children. We wish Steph all the luck in her new career path!    

Claire Drennan will be leaving us for a short period again, where she will be covering a maternity Manager’s 

position at our St Swithin Street nursery. I will be taking over Claire’s duties whilst she is gone, leaving the 0-2 

room in the very capable hands of Charmaine Conway and Rachel Patterson. Both girls have covered these senior 

positions previously, doing an excellent job.  

We have welcomed two new relief members of staff to our regular team – Alison Pirie and Niamh Madden. Both 

Alison and Niamh are studying Primary teaching at University and help out at the nursery around their studies.  

Staff training 

We are delighted to announce that Erika Robertson (0-2 room) passed her SVQ level 3 to become a fully qualified 

Nursery Practitioner. This is a well- deserved promotion for Erika, after all the hard work she has put into her 

studies - Well done Erika! 

 

All about me/contact details 

Thank you to everyone who returned their updated contact sheets. Please continue to inform us of any changes 

to personal details so we have the most up to date records for your child.  

 

This terms learning experiences:- 

0-2 room 

We have had a number of new children joining us this term in our 0-2 room and the staff have been working as 

a team to make the transition into their new environment as happy and smooth as possible. Knowing the 

children’s likes and dislikes is a big part of this and although parents have been unable to enter the building, this 

has not affected the level of communication between staff and parents, both verbally and electronically.  

 



Children enjoyed learning about healthy foods such as fruit, participating in a variety of arts and crafts to create 

different fruits for a wonderful bright wall display! 

Apple pictures were printed off and hidden around the garden for the children to find, which helped encourage 

numeracy and problem-solving skills.  This play was extended to the indoors, with children painting their very 

own apple tree, and sticking the apples onto it. The children took turns and helped one another to stick them 

on.  

Over the summer, the children have enjoyed taking part in many of our normal indoor activities whilst outside 

into the garden, which included story and song time, as well as play in our sand and water tray! We took our 

arts and crafts into the garden to do some pen drawings - developing grasp and control over fine movements. 

We also had a ‘summery’ sand tray indoors, filled with buckets and spades, and ice cream cones! The beautiful 

weather also allowed for us to enjoy some alfresco dining at snack times, and we went for some lovely walks 

around the local area.  

Linking to outdoor play, we really utilised the loose parts and natural resources, using the larger pieces to create 

challenging balance beams and obstacle courses, which allowed the children to not only develop gross motor 

skills in the form of balance and coordination, but also problem-solve, as they navigated their next moves safely. 

We used some natural resources/loose parts indoors as well, recycling milk bottles and creating sensory shakers, 

with children having opportunities to use different materials to create a variety of sounds and colours. Lots of 

fun and noise was created! 

Schemas are patterns of behaviour which allow children to explore their thoughts and ideas through their play, 

and we have observed many forms of these recently, particularly the trajectory schema, which allows the 

children to participate in the movement of objects in all sorts of ways. The children have displayed this using the 

plastic tubing in the garden, rolling balls down it, as well as in the sand tray – filling up buckets and tipping them 

out from different heights. Children also used the slide in the room – taking different objects and letting them 

slide down! 

As always, the children enjoy daily song and story times – these are often chosen by the children throughout the 

day, taking a story to a staff member or pointing to the CD player to indicate some music and movement time. 

Charmaine has also introduced some Makaton to the children this term in the form of some of our favourite 

songs – the most popular being ‘Sleeping Bunnies’.  

2-3 room 

Every time the 2-3 room start a new topic, the staff discuss with them any existing knowledge they have of this, 

and it’s always amazing to find out what knowledge each child knows.  

‘People who help us’ was a popular topic with the children and offered up a variety of activities and discussions 

of who these may include – some of the occupations mentioned were fireman, doctor, vet, bin man, police and 

lollipop lady. This inspired a role play activity in which the children took turns being doctors and patients. The 

care and compassion the children showed toward each other was lovely to watch! This led onto the children 

using their imagination and team work skills to build a hospital using the large wooden blocks. During a 

discussion on Hi Vis jackets, the children were able to tell us they were “bright” and “yellow.” They then used 

paint and tin foil to create their very own versions.  

Some spontaneous planning came in to play in the 2-3 room with the return of Victoria, one of our relief 

members of staff who joined us for the summer before going off to become a teacher after passing her teaching 

degree. Victoria taught the children all about teachers and how they help us to learn about lots of different 

subjects. The children took a register of who all was in attendance and took turns teaching each other the 

alphabet and how to write the letters. This has aided the children’s knowledge of the world they live in, as well 

as developed their speech, literacy and social skills! 

Colour recognition and exploring senses has featured heavily in the 2-3 room planning and throughout their 

topics. The staff often tie in other learning experiences to planning activities in order to keep the learning and 

development fun and varied for the children. Some of the activities on offer included; experimenting with paint 

and string, using the string to make patterns on the paper with a variety of different colours. This activity helped 



to develop colour knowledge and provided opportunities for sensory exploration. The children looked at 

recognition and created some wonderful self-portraits, where they painted their reflections straight onto a 

mirror – promoting concentration, fine motor skills and colour recognition. Children also had the opportunity to 

create a rainbow with different coloured ice which not only promoted colour development, but also helped 

children learn about early science, exploring the change of form from water to ice, with discussions about what 

the ice felt like – “cold”, “hard”, “freezing.” 

3-5 room 

The topics and group times in the 3-5 room are always extremely informative and the children even teach the 

staff a thing or two, with their fantastic knowledge of the world around them. We are always impressed by the 

children’s eagerness to learn and investigate. These group times not only develop cognitive, language and 

literacy skills, but also develop children’s social skills and self-confidence, speaking in a group.  

The ‘Under the sea’ topic was ‘super’ popular, and as a result ran over a few weeks with so many areas to cover. 

A group discussion started off with what the children already knew about ‘Under the sea’ and what knowledge 

they already had – some facts included “sea horses use their tail to camouflage,” “If you swim in the sea, you 

need a face mask to breath” and “submarines go under water.”  

When discussing starfish, the children told us that “starfish have spikes so predators can’t hurt them” and that 

there were over 500 species of starfish”. This led onto watching a video about starfish, followed by an art and 

craft activity in which the children used a variety of colours to create their own starfish for their wall display. 

This process of learning was repeated throughout the topic as the children learnt about turtles, sharks and 

clownfish, and participated in activities such as matching and sorting, dot to dot drawing, and the children even 

created their own shark with an open mouth to feed with fish they had made previously.  

Another ‘Under the sea’ animal the children looked at was stingrays. The children were very amused by the face 

of the stingray and in turn started to pull their own funny faces - this led to a good conversation about different 

emotions we experience, such as feeling happy, sad or angry. The children had lots of fun during this group time, 

and enjoyed developing their fine motor skills and expressive art skills with emotion colouring pages, which also 

helped to promote their sense of wellbeing.  

Literacy and numeracy is an important part of the children’s everyday learning and continuous development and 

this is something that is promoted throughout the pre-school room, not only in planned activities but also in 

their free play, with labelling and signage throughout the room. The children are encouraged to identify their 

own name and the letters within it – this is promoted by the children having their peg and shoe box labelled 

with not only their name, but next to it their own symbol which is used a starting point for them to begin to 

recognise their name. At the drawing table there is the option to use number and letter stencils, and the staff 

also promote a ‘letter of the week’. We have a number wall display and activities such as water play with 

measuring jugs to promote number recognition and early maths skills. 

Children learnt all about the importance of road safety using the bikes and road traffic signs in the garden. They 

whizzed around the garden on the bikes as others held up signs indicating them to ‘stop’ or ‘go’. A traffic light 

game where the children had to aim and throw a ball into the correct coloured light not only taught the children 

about what each coloured light meant, but also developed concentration, problem solving and gross motor skills. 

Indoors, the children used chalk to create their own road and road signs in the tuff spot, adding cars in for some 

road safety role play.   

The pre-school room were very kindly gifted caterpillars from one of the children who was off to school. The 
children loved watching them eat and grow, and the addition of these to the pre-school room created much 
excitement. The children watched a video about the life cycle of the caterpillar and the various stages that they 
go through before they turn into beautiful butterflies. The children demonstrated their caring nature as they 
carefully checked them each day before the big day came when they were ready to be released! 
 

Weather appropriate clothing 

The weather has made a dramatic change over the past few weeks and it has become increasingly colder. Please 

could you ensure your child has weather appropriate clothing at nursery. This includes wellies/waterproof boots, 



wetsuits/waterproof trousers and warm clothing. Wherever possible, we take the children out in all weathers 

and having appropriate clothing ensures they do not miss out on outdoor experiences.  

 

Charity 

We are continuing to support Charlie House up until the end of the year. We welcome any final donations 

through out just Giving page. Charlie House is a local children’s charity which supports babies, children and 

young people with complex disabilities and life limiting conditions in the North East of Scotland. 

https://www,charliehouse.org.uk/  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/summers-

nurseries?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=summers-

nurseries&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=b64536adab3b4808ac8ab585c679cfa6  

 

Upcoming events  

We will be holding our annual Halloween party on Friday 29th October. For the children not in on the Friday, they 

are more than welcome to wear their fancy-dress costume throughout the week – we always love to see the 

children all dressed up and they love to show off their costumes! 

The children’s Christmas lunch will be held on Thursday 16th December for children in that day.  

As we did last year, our Christmas parties will be held throughout the last week of December so that all children 

are able to attend. Please find the dates for each room below.  

 

3-5 room              2-3 room     0-2 room 

Friday 17th             Friday 17th     Thursday 16th 

Monday 20th             Monday 20th    Monday 20th 

Tuesday 21st             Tuesday 21st     Tuesday 21st  

 

The nursery will close at 6pm on Tuesday 21st December and reopen 7.30am on Wednesday 5th January 2022.  

 

Kind Regards 

Kirsty Watson 

Acting Nursery Manager     
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