
 

 
 
 

Wee Rascals Newsletter – March 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Hopefully the snow and storms have ceased now and we can look forward to some 
better weather as we move into spring!  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all new children and parents who 
have joined Wee Rascals nursery this year. The children have settled in extremely 
well and have become a big part of the ‘Wee Rascals’ family already. 
 
As always, the children have been very busy, participating in lots of learning 
experiences and having fun. 
 
Staffing 
 
Rachael Farman has decided not to return to the nursery after having her little girl, 
Hope. We will all miss Rachael and wish her and her family all the best! I am 
therefore delighted to announce that I will now be taking on the permanent position 
as Nursery Manager, and am really looking forwards to continuing and progressing 
the quality of the nursery along with my really strong team round about me. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome Cara Duncan to the team. Cara 
took on the role of Support Worker in December within our Cheeky Monkey room, 
working Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. Cara has settled in very well and is 
proving to be a great asset to the nursery. 
 
Staff Training 
 
Myself, Amber Piekarski (Little Bunnies) and Alice Berry (Cheeky Monkeys) are all 
about to start our SVQ level 4 training, so there will be lots of bedtime reading!  
 
We are also pleased to announce that Fiona Petrie (Little Bunnies), Kelsey Smith 
(Busy Bees) and Amy Clark (Little Bunnies) have started their SVQ level 3 training. 
Good luck to them! 
 
Outings/Trips 
 
The Busy Bees have been delighted to be able to resume their visits to the ‘Wee 
Green Space.’ This is usually a visit to Gauchhill Woods, however due to the storm, 
this has been closed as there are fallen trees. We will therefore be visiting a grassy 
area behind Sunnyside in the meantime until the woods re-open. We will inform you 
of any updates/changes we receive.  
 



 

You should all have been emailed details about the group and dates that your child 
will be attending.  
 
The children will be making the most of outdoor learning and exploring the natural 
world during their visits. This is in line with the ‘My World Outdoors’ document. 
 
Charity 
 
We are pleased to announce that we now have a final total for our charity, Charlie 
House which we supported from 2020 up until the end of 2021. It has been a really 
challenging time during the pandemic, but we have manged to raise £11,281.97 
collectively over all the nursery sites. Many thanks to all of you who have donated 
generously to support this charity. Charlie House is a North-East of Scotland charity 
which helps babies, children and young people with life-limiting and life-threatening 
conditions. 
 
Ukraine Crisis 
 
We watch with horror as the events in Ukraine unfold before our very eyes. At the 
present time, Ukraine urgently needs assistance, and there are several reputable 
charities accepting donations for this humanitarian crisis which we hope that you 
would consider donating directly to. We list two charities below accepting donations 
online for the people of Ukraine.  
 
Save the Children welcomes donations online for the UKRAINE CRISIS. Save the 
Children has been operating in Ukraine since 2014, delivering humanitarian aid to 
children and their families. Donations to the Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund can provide 
children and families with immediate aid such as food, water, hygiene kits, 
psychosocial support and cash assistance. http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/  
 
CAFOD is an international development charity and the official aid agency of the 
Catholic Church in England and Wales. They are part of one of the largest aid 
networks in the world and through their global church network, they have the 
potential to reach everyone.  Donations will help to provide food, water, healthcare, 
shelter and clothing to families. Donations can be made online to the Ukraine 
Humanitarian Appeal. https://cafod.org.uk  
 
Any further money raised this year by the nursery will go to charities supporting the 
Ukraine crisis. 
 
 
Learning experiences 
 
Little Bunnies 
 
The Little Bunnies have had several new children joining the room this year. The 
team have been working together to promote a happy and stimulating environment, 
looking at their ‘all about me’ sheets, learning about their likes and dislikes etc, and 
discussing their interests with parents. 
 
During December, the children participated in various Christmas crafts, making lovely 
sparkly pictures and creating cards for their loved ones. They used some reels and 
laces to create ‘candy canes’, practicing their pincer grip and developing their hand 

http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/
https://cafod.org.uk/


 

and eye co-ordination. We discussed shapes with the children, using triangles and 
circles to create their very own Christmas trees with baubles.  
 
Children continue to learn about shapes and colours, and have also participated in 
sensory activities. The team provided the children with various zip lock bags which 
contained two primary-coloured paints in each. This allowed them to ‘squidge’ the 
colours together to make wonderful new colours. Children learnt about the colours 
they created, such as purple, orange and green. We also cut out a variety of ‘bubble 
wrap’ shapes, and the children used paint to dip the shapes into and then stamp 
them onto paper.  
 
The Little Bunnies have been practising their problem-solving skills during some 
sorting activities. They were provided with blue, red, yellow, green, orange and pink 
card along with a variety of different coloured toys. The children then followed 
instructions well as they placed the coloured objects onto the corresponding card, 
doing so with confidence. 
 
Cheeky Monkeys 
 
Children enjoyed various stories and incorporated activities to go with each one for 
their Fairy Tale topic. Activities included climbing the rock wall to act out ‘Jack and 
the beanstalk’, and building houses with Duplo bricks and various other construction 
materials to create the houses from ‘The Three Little Pigs’.  
 
During December, the children showed great excitement with the changing weather. 
They took their learning outdoors as they participated in a ‘Christmas treasure hunt’. 
The staff hid a variety of themed pictures such as a Christmas tree, elf, reindeer, and 
Santa around the garden and the boys and girls worked as a team to find them. This 
then led on to a group discussion about the role of each of them. Children stated that 
“elves make presents”, “presents go under the tree”, “the reindeer flies Santa around 
the world so he can give all the good boys and girls presents” and “Santa has a 
magic key for our house”. Children also demonstrated good scissor skills, cutting out 
printed mask outlines with Santa, elves, and reindeers, and they showed their 
amazing imaginative skills to create a show using the masks.  
We discussed the Nativity story, and why we have Christmas. One of the children 
was able to tell us that we have Christmas because it is Baby Jesus’ Birthday. This 
extended to speaking about Joseph and Mary being his earthly parents and how he 
was born in a stable in Bethlehem.  
 
Loose parts have been a huge interest during outdoor play, with children using 
various sized crates and logs etc to create their own obstacle courses, demonstrating 
good problem solving and physical skills throughout.  
 
Children have been creative, making their own ‘Farm’ themed tuff tray. In this they 
added hay, green sugar paper, various farm animals and waffles to create the 
‘fencing’. Whilst playing with this, the children shared their knowledge about the 
various animals such as the horse, donkey, pig. cow, goat, sheep etc as well as 
understanding and making the noises of each one. After discussing what they eat, 
the boys and girls were able to identify that some animals eat grass and some eat 
hay. We went onto expand our knowledge by discussing how cows and goats 
produce milk, and how sheep produce wool, as well as learning that chickens 
produce eggs, and pigs produce sausages and ham. 
 
 



 

Busy Bees 
 
Children’s topics include a lot of group time discussions, with children and staff 
sharing their knowledge.  
 
The children were keen to discuss jobs people do, so we discussed the role of a 
builder, and children worked together in teams to design ‘a house’ using various 
construction resources. This then led onto a ‘construction safety’ discussion, where 
the children spoke about the importance of wearing protective hats, goggles, and 
vests. The staff discussed the safety of using a hammer, demonstrating how we use 
one safely. The children were then provided with a hammer and some nails to 
practise hammering them into a piece of wood. Children used the measuring tape to 
measure various items. 
After discussing the role of a ‘dentist, children commented that “you go to the dentist 
if a tooth comes out or if you don’t brush them”, “to have your teeth cleaned” and 
“they check your teeth”. Children were given laminated pictures of teeth, and after 
some ‘dirty’ marks were drawn on these, they used toothbrushes and toothpaste to 
‘brush the teeth’ and make them ‘sparkly’. This then led onto a discussion about 
foods that are good for your teeth such as milk and vegetables, and those foods not 
so good for our teeth which included fizzy juice and sweets. 
 
Following on from this, children discussed a variety of their favourite foods, saying 
“bread, cakes and biscuits are made by a baker”. After making some playdough, the 
boys and girls created their own bakes using various shape moulds and cutters 
before changing their role play corner into a ‘grocery shop’. The children 
demonstrated good turn taking skills as they took turns to be the shop keeper and 
customers. Numeracy was introduced throughout this activity as the children used 
money, counting it out to pay for their items they wished to buy. 
Children expanded their knowledge with a variety of foods, looking into which 
countries they come from, for example “pasta comes from Italy”. They then showed 
an interest in Italian words such as ‘hello’, ‘goodbye’ and ‘thank you’ in Italian, and 
had lots of fun creating the Italian flag using tissue paper to decorate it! 
 
For learning about literacy, we use name cards throughout the room, and children 
can copy letters and words at the mark making area, and for numeracy, children 
enjoy for example using various sized containers, measuring jugs and scales in the 
water tray. Numeracy is also encouraged throughout self-serving snack/lunch times, 
with children given opportunities to count the pieces of fruit onto their plates etc. 
 
Loose parts 
 
Lastly, I would like to say a massive thank you to the parents who have kindly 
donated us some loose parts for our nursery, we are so grateful.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Jade Webster 
 
Nursery Manager 
01467 633270 
weerascals@summersnurseries.com  
www.summersnurseries.com  
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