
 

 

 

 

 

Wee Rascals Too Newsletter – October 2021 
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome all the new families to Wee Rascals Too. We 

hope everyone has settled in well to the nursery routine.  

 

Staff Changes  

This term has seen a few staff changes within Wee Rascals Too. 

Nikki Black has accepted the position of Assistant Manager as well as continuing in her 

role as Room Leader of the Little Bunnies room. Nikki will be here on a Friday to answer 

any questions or queries that you may have. We wish Nikki lots of luck in her new role! 

 

Stephanie Wood joined the Wee Rascals Too team on Monday the 11th October and is 

settling in well to her role as Busy Bees Room Leader. Stephanie joins us from our Victoria 

Street Nursery, and originally joined Summers back in 2015 here at Wee Rascals Too, but 

latterly has held the position of Room Leader of the 2-3 room at Victoria Street since 

2018. We are really excited to welcome Stephanie back and know she will be a fabulous 

asset to our Busy Bee room. 

 

Jill Wood has accepted a permanent position with us, and as of Monday 27th September 

has moved from our Cheeky Monkey Room to our Little Bunnies Room. Jill is settling in to 

the room well and is enjoying getting to know all of the children and their families.  

Emma Wright has now returned to the nursery after her maternity leave, returning to her 

position in the Cheeky Monkey room. Emma re-joined us on Wednesday 20th October  

alongside her little girl who will be starting in our Little Bunnies Rom.  

 

Drop off/Pick up 

Please could we remind parents that on arrival at nursery for pick up/drop off that you 

call to notify staff that you are there. A member of staff may not always notice you, and 

may often return to the buiding to get another child ready for pick up times. We don’t 

want anyone to wait longer than necessary.  

 

Charity 

We are looking to hold a couple of ‘Come to nursery in your Pyjama days’ during November 

to help us raise some more much needed funds for Charlie House. Every penny is donated 

to our 2020/2021 Charity of the year, Charlie House. Charlie House is a local children’s 

charity which supports babies, children and young people with complex disabilities and life 

limiting conditions in the North East Scotland. For more information about Charlie House 

please see https://www.charliehouse.org.uk/  

 

Our ‘Dress in your Pyjamas days’ will be held on Tuesday 9th November and Thursday 11th 

November 2021. We would be looking for a £1 donation for children to come in their 

https://www.charliehouse.org.uk/


jammies, which you can place in the nursery tin provided. All of your donations are 

greatfully received.  

 

Our Just Giving Page for Charlie House will remain open until the end of the year, so if 

you would like to make a donation, this would be gratefully appreciated. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/summers-

nurseries?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=summers-

nurseries&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=b64536adab3b4808ac8ab585c679cfa6  

 

Communication 

Please continue to utilise the email system and get in touch if you have any queries or 

questions, or suggestions for your child’s room. Please also get in touch by phone if you 

need to. 

We encourage you to check your child’s interactive learning diary (ILD) for updated photos 

and observations, which will give you an insight into your child’s progress and learning. 

Parents can also contribute to the ILD, allowing staff to see what they have been doing 

at home.  

If you have not done so already, can you please respond to the email regarding changes to 

contact sheets. It is vital that this is returned to ensure that we hold the correct contact 

details for your child.   

 

Outdoor Clothing 

Sadly, summer is soon to be a distant memory, and the colder wetter days are now here. 

Could we please ask that children come to nursery prepared for adverse weather. This 

includes warm cosy clothes, waterproof jackets/trousers, wellies, hats,scarves and gloves. 

Could we also ask that all items are labelled to prevent clothes going missing or getting 

mixed up.  

We would like to remind you that your child should have a change of shoes for indoors 

such as gym shoes or slippers. This is to help keep the carpets within the room clean and 

dry, especially over the winter months.  

 

Learning and Play 

Children have been learning abut many different things this term.  

 

Little Bunnies  

Over the summer, the Little Bunnies spent lots of time outside exploring the garden and 

enjoying the warm sunny weather. Whilst outside, the children took part in many water 

play activities to keep them cool, and the boys and girls had lots of fun ensuring the staff 

were also kept cool with lots of splashing!  Children worked on their fine motor skills, 

making ice lollies, gluing and sticking brightly coloured paper onto lolly shapes. They also 

made some lovely sensory bottles and bags to help develop their senses and explore 

different textures.  

We had discussions about the beach, and the children had great fun with the buckets and 

spades in the sand tray. 

 

This term, the Bunnies have also enjoyed exploring a firm favourite! We hid dinosaurs  

inside trays of ice and then the children got to watch the dinosaurs appear as the ice 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/summers-nurseries?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=summers-nurseries&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=b64536adab3b4808ac8ab585c679cfa6
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melted.  This helped them learn about solids to liquids as well as stimulating their senses 

as they got to feel how cold the ice was!  

Children also used dinosaurs to help explore their colour topic, creating coloured printed 

pictures using dinosaur feet. They also made a colour wheel and raninbow display for the 

walls of the room, which helps children to becomes familiar with colours and allows them 

to start matching the correct colour name to the colour being used.  

The Little Bunnies love getting messy and any opportunity to get involved in painting is 

always welcomed by the boys and girls.  

 

Children have been  developing their gross motor skills by taking part in obstacle courses, 

and participating in some baby yoga. The boys and girls really enjoyed the baby yoga, with 

some of the older children very keen to join in and copy the moves! They also love dancing 

along to music, and firm favourites this term have been Baby Shark and Down by the Bay.  

 

The boys and girls love song and story time each day. Jorja has made some wooden song 

spoons and the children enoy picking these and indicating which song they want. Favourite 

ones have included Miss Polly, Tiny Turtle and 1,2,3,4,5. They also use their song box daily 

which allows each child to pick an object related to a nursery rhyme and they then sing 

that song.  Children  have been enjoying the touch and tickle books, and they have been 

really interested in sitting and listening to some of our Winnie the Pooh stories. Story and 

song times allows the children to develop their understanding of the spoken and written 

word, as well as learn lots of new ones!  

 

Over the next few weeks, the Little Bunnies will be covering Autumn and have already 

made  a start, doing some handprint acorns and fork painting/printing hedghogs.  We will 

also be looking at Halloween , Bonfire night, winter and finally Christmas!  

 

 

Cheeky Monkeys 

Over the summer period, the Cheeky Monkeys  loved getting outside, enjoying the hot and 

sunny weather, giving them lots of opportunities to work on their climbing and bike riding 

skills! 

 

In August, the boys and girls enjoyed learning about insects. They decorated some 

cardboard snails using materials from the garden, such as twigs, leaves and bark. Emma 

showed them an image of a snail  and the children were encouraged to copy the shell as a 

way of learning about patterns in nature and repetition.  

The children made a favourite insect chart and they all picked and named their favourite 

ones. Whilst doing this, the children also spoke about what they already knew about 

insects and two of the common answers were “They live outside” and “live in the garden”.  

We focused on particular insects such as spiders, ladybirds and worms, and the children 

used their fine motor skills to create and colour in pictures of each of the insects. Arts 

and crafts is a firm favourite in the Cheeky Monkey room and everyone loves the 

opportunity to get messy! 

 

As we moved into September, we began to look at hibernation, and the children learnt 

where different animals and insects hibernate. A matching game was made, and the 

children were asked to match the animal/insect to it’s home.  This activity helps to develop 

problem solving skills, as well as further building on speech and langage skills.  

 



The Cheeky Monkeys have now progressed  onto their Autumn topic and have been making 

handprint acorns, participating in leaf printing, as well as making autumn trees using real 

hedge cuttings.  We have been encouraging the use of play with natural materials, for 

example we made playdough, and then twigs and leaves were added, which encouraged 

exploratory and creative play with the children.  

 

Music and movement remains a firm favourite and the children have enjoyed the Sleeping 

Bunnies game, copying the actions to action songs. When singing Sleeping Bunnies, we 

change the words to explore different animals and their sounds.  The boys and girls also 

love dancing along to music at any time of day and it’s clear that all the Cheeky Monkeys 

have some fantastic dance moves!!  

 

Some Halloween artwork has been achieved and this can be seen on the nursery windows! 

Over the next few weeks, we will be looking at bonfire night, winter and Christmas with 

the children.  

 

Emma has asked that if you have any ideas for activities or learning expereineces then 

pop her a message on the nursery Facebook. We are always keen to involve parents in any 

way we can!! 

 

Busy Bees 

We were lucky enough to get sunnny weather over the summer, enjoying obstacle courses, 

as well as reliving summer experiences, playing shops and ice cream sellers from 

underneath the large climbing frame. The Busy Bees love using their imagination during 

role play! 

  

The children looked at Transport and Road safety, and the boys and girls learnt about the 

different colours on the traffic lights and what these all mean. They also spoke about 

being safe when out and about, as well as learning about how their car seats keep them 

safe in their cars.  

 

We then progressed onto vehicles used to help us, such as ambulances, police cars and fire 

engines, learning about the role of each one and using modern technology and the internet 

to find out lots of facts.   

The Busy Bees did some tyre print painting, and they were also given opportunities to 

design and make their very own skateboards, aiding children’s creative and design abilities.  

 

In August, the Busy Bee Room began looking at Letter of the Week.  Each week, the 

children focus on a different letter of the alphabet and take part in activities focused on 

the letter. The children love tracing around the letter, colouring in the letters, but a 

particular favourite is using a template to create the letter using playdough.  

During group time, we ask the boys and girls to look for objects/items within the room or 

garden that start with the letter being covered.  

Letter of the Week is fantastic at promoting and building on the children’s understanding 

of both the written and spoken word. By learning to write the letter it is hoped they can 

then build on this and look to writing multiple letters that they can form into words such 

as their names and many other words..  

 

In September, the Busy Bees moved onto looking at Our Body. During group times, they 

chatted about what they already knew about the body and spoke about the things that 



they would like to find out. During this topic, children learnt all about bones, the digestive 

system, the brain and about our five senses and how they work.  

Whilst talking about the brain, Leanne brought in a 1.5kg bottle of tomato ketchup and 

the children were fascinated to learn that this is the average weight of the human brain! 

Everyone had the opportunity to hold it and feel it’s weight, with one of the children 

commenting that “it dosent’t feel that heavy in their head”.  

During this topic,the children participated in lots of art and craft activities, including 

making skeletons out of cotton buds, and making x-rays of their hands using black paper 

and white paint.  

 

Numercay has also been a large focus this term, and the boys and girls have been 

completing counting puzzles, doing some measuring using rulers, and singing songs that 

involve counting such as 1,2,3,4,5, and 10 fat sausages.  

 

The Busy Bees have now moved onto Autumn and will enjoy activities for Halloween, 

Bonfire night, Winter and Christmas.  

 

Dates for your diary  

Halloween Parties – Wednesday 27th and Friday 29th October 2021  

Charity Pyjama Days – Tuesday 9th November and Thursday 11th November 2021 

Christmas Lunch – Tuesday 14th December 2021 

Cheeky Monkey and Busy Bee Christmas parties – Wednesday 15th and Thursday 16th 

December 2021. If your child does not attend on these days then I will be in touch to 

invite your child to attend one of the parties.   

The Little Bunnies will be having a week of Christmas commencing on Monday 13th 

December 2021. Over the course of the week the Little Bunnies will take part in various 

Christmas activities on a daily basis.  

Christmas Closure Dates 

The Nursery Closes at 6pm on Tuesday the 21st December 2021 and re-open on Wednesday 

5Th January 2022 at 7:30am.  

Kind regards 

Sandra Allan 

Nursery Manager    

weerascalstoo@summersnurseries.com    

Tel – 01467 633994  
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